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Speakers at the Inaugural session 
 

Sri Vallabh Roopchand Bhanshali is the Co-Founder of Enam Securities Pvt. Ltd. and ENAM group. Mr. 
Bhanshali is the Founder Director at FLAME. He is a Trustee of the Bombay Stock Exchange. He also serves as a 
Trustee of Global Vipassana Foundation. Mr. Bhanshali serves as Senior Advisor of IndusAge Partners. Mr. 
Bhanshali is the Chairman of ENAM group and Enam Securities Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Bhanshali serves as Director of 
Maya Entertainment Ltd. He serves as a Director of Arvind Limited and Diamond India Limited etc. He has been 
an Independent Non-Executive Director of Indian Energy Exchange Limited since March 30, 2015. He served as 
Director of AXIS Bank Limited since November 19, 2010. Amongst other positions, he was the Chairman of the 
Global Vipassana Foundation. Mr. Bhanshali served as Additional Independent Director of Crest Animation 
Studios Ltd. from August 2, 2005 to October 31, 2008. Mr. Bhanshali served as a Director of Thermax Ltd. Mr. 
Bhanshali has lectured throughout his career and conducted professional level seminars in the behavioral field and 
published several articles in professional and other magazines. He is an investment banker, investor, venture 
capitalist and Capital Markets experts in India. He is a keen student of India's spiritual and cultural traditions and 
modern subjects such as development economics, behavioral science, communication, etc. Mr. Bhanshali has a 
degree in law and is also a Chartered Accountant. He holds a bachelor's degree of commerce and of law from the 
University of Mumbai, Mumbai and is also a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India. 

Sri. Mohandas Pai was an integral part of the Infosys team that enabled the first listing of an India-registered 
company on NASDAQ and the first sponsored secondary offering of American Depositary Shares by an Indian 
company. He was voted the ‘CFO of the Year’ in 2001 by IMA India. He won the ‘Best CFO in India’ award from 
Finance Asia in 2002, and ‘Best Chief Financial Officer in India’ in the Best Managed Companies poll conducted 
by Asia Money in 2004. Mohan has been actively working with regulators to improve the business ecosystem. He 
was a member of the Kelkar Committee, constituted by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India for reforming 
direct taxes, the Non-Resident Taxation Committee and the High Powered Committee on e-Commerce and 
Taxation. He is currently a Board Member at SEBI. Mohan believes that illiteracy and lack of education are the 
roots of social backwardness, and has, as a result, worked extensively in the basic education sector. As Chairman, 
Manipal Global Education Services, he brings to it, his insights of the Indian system, his international exposure, his 
deep understanding of the financial system, his experience in building an international brand and the personal 
credibility he enjoys with business leaders. Mohan holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce from St Joseph’s 
College of Commerce, Bangalore, and a Bachelor’s degree in law (LLB) from Bangalore University. He is also a 
fellow member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI), and a Trustee of the International 
Accounting Standards Committee Foundation, the body that oversees the International Accounting Standards 
Board. 
 
Dr. V.S. Ramachandran is Director of the Center for Brain and Cognition and Distinguished Professor with the 
Psychology Department and Neurosciences Program at the University of California, San Diego, and Adjunct 
Professor of Biology at the Salk Institute. Ramachandran initially trained as a doctor (MBBS) at Stanley Medical 
College, Madras, India, and subsequently obtained a Ph.D. from Trinity College at the University of Cambridge. 
After that, he received an honorary FRCP; London (Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians) and two honorary 
doctorates (DSc; honorus causa). Ramachandran’s early work was on visual perception but he is best known for his 
experiments in behavioral neurology which, despite their apparent simplicity, have had a profound impact on the 
way we think about the brain. He has been called “The Marco Polo of neuroscience” by Richard Dawkins and “The 
modern Paul Broca” by Eric Kandel. 
 
In 2005 he was awarded the Henry Dale Medal and elected to an honorary life membership by the Royal Instituion 
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of Great Britain, where he also gave a Friday evening discourse (joining the ranks of Michael Faraday, Thomas 
Huxley, Humphry Davy, and dozens of Nobel Laureates). His other honours and awards include fellowships from 
All Souls College, Oxford, and from Stanford University (Hilgard Visiting Professor); the Presidential Lecture 
Award from the American Academy of Neurology, two honorary doctorates, the annual Ramon Y Cajal award 
from the International Neuropsychiatry Society, and the Ariens-Kappers medal from the Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Sciences. In 2003 he gave the annual BBC Reith lectures and was the first physician/psychologist to 
give the lectures since they were begun by Bertrand Russell in 1949. In 1995 he gave the Decade of the Brain 
lecture at the 25th annual (Silver Jubilee) meeting of the Society for Neuroscience. In 2010 he delivered the annual 
Jawaharlal Nehru memorial lecture in New Delhi, India. Most recently the President of India conferred on him the 
second highest civilian award and honorific title in India, the Padma Bhushan. And TIME magazine named him on 
their list of the 100 most influential people in the world. 
 
Ramachandran has published over 180 papers in scientific journals (including five invited review articles in the 
Scientific American). He is author of the acclaimed book “Phantoms in the Brain” that has been translated into nine 
languages and formed the basis for a two part series on Channel Four TV (UK) and a 1 hour PBS special in USA. 
NEWSWEEK magazine has named him a member of “The Century Club” – one of the “hundred most prominent 
people to watch in the next century.” He has been profiled in the New Yorker Magazine and appeared on the 
Charlie Rose Show. His new book, "The Tell Tale Brain" was on the New York Times best-seller list. 
 
In addition, Ramachandran has an interest in history and archaeology. 
 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice N. Kumar was born on 28.06.1954. Enrolled as an Advocate on 06.02.1976. Practised in the 
High Court of Karnataka. Appointed as Additional Judge of the Karnataka High Court on 11-12-2000 and 
Permanent Judge on 29.10.2001. He is the President of Karnataka Judicial Academy. 
 
Swami Vigyananand is the Founder & Global chairman of World Hindu Foundation (WHF). He is a towering 
practitioner intellectual of Sanatan Dharma and a distinguished scholar on Hinduism and global Hindu movement. 
He is an intellectual mentor and strategic guide for hundreds of distinguished Hindu activists and organizations 
operating multitude of Hindu empowerment and awareness projects with a worldwide scope comprising Asia 
Pacific, European, South Asian, African and American regions. He is currently Jt. General Secretary of Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) Bharat. He did his Bachelors in Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Kharagpur, India. 
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Plenary Speakers  
 

Dr. R Nagaswamy is a world-renowned expert in the field of Art (including Archaeology, museums, temple 
culture, history, epigraphy), numismatics, music, dance, public affairs, ancient law and society, literature and 
education and has earned international distinction in Art and Culture. He has appeared as expert witness in many 
high profile cases most spectacularly in the following two cases. He was an expert witness in the London High 
Court on behalf of the Government of India and it was his testimony which helped bring back the Nataraja back to 
Tamil Nadu India. He was also expert witness in the Allahabad court, Lucknow branch in the Rama 
Janmabhumi/Babri Masjid demolition case deposing for a full 26 days before the court to confirm the existence of a 
temple beneath the mosque based on the excavation undertaken by the Archaeological Survey of India. An 
Archaeologist by profession, he retired as Director of Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu. He has also 
established an Institute of Epigraphy to train students in Epigraphy and Archaeology. He has been bestowed with 
many awards, fellowships and titles notable among them the title of Kalaimamani bestowed on him by the 
Government of Tamil Nadu under the Chief Ministership of Late Selvi J Jayalalitha. Dr. Nagaswamy has 
completed his Masters in Sanskrit from Madras University and has PhD from Deccan College, Pune. He has 
published 54 books and produced 13 dance dramas apart from conducting excavations in 10 historic cities as part of 
his Archaeological work. Dr. Nagaswamy has been appointed as honorary faculty member of Arsha Vidya 
Gurukulam by Pujya Shree Dayananda Saraswati Swamigal and awarded the title Vidya Seva Ratna by Sri Kanchi 
Kamakoti Pithadipathy Sri Jeyandra Saraswati Swamigal. 

Prof. Kanagasabapathi is a retired professor of management, PSG CAS, Coimbatore. He served as the director 
of Tamil Nadu Institute of Urban Studies (TNIUS) for five years. He has done intensive studies on the role of 
family in entrepreneurial development in Tamil Nadu. He has been associated with Swadesi Jagran Manch. He has 
been writing academic journals and popular magazines on Swadesi economic development and authored a number 
of books from the Swadeshi perspective. His recent publications include வ�வான  ���ப� - வளமான  இ�தியா 
((Family Strength for Developed India), இ�திய�  ெபா�ளாதார� - அ���  இ���  (Indian Economy – Past and 
Present). 

Sri Nilesh Nilkanth Oak is an author and writes extensively on ancient Indian history at               
www.nileshoak.wordpress.com. He is currently working on 4 books and has written two books in the past which                 
are critically acclaimed. When did the Mahabharata War Happen? The Mystery of Arundhati was written in 2011                 
and was nominated for the Lakatos award given annually by the LSE. His second book The Historic Rama was                   
written in 2014. Nilesh holds an MBA and an M.S. in Chemical Engineering and is also Adjunct Assistant                  
Professor at School of Indic Studies, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, MA, USA. He resides in Atlanta,                 
GA, USA. 
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Panel Discussion: The Harvard Tamil Chair 
Harvard University has accepted a proposal to set up a Sangam Tamil Chair. This has been seed funded 
by Indian (Tamil) Origin North Americans.  http://harvardtamilchair.org/ 
 
The Panel  intends to discuss the ramifications of this Tamil Chair. There have been 
previous Tamil Chairs in other US universities too over the past few decades and Tamil is being studied 
by many scholars worldwide using different lenses and perspectives. The SI conference Panel intends to 
address the following  

1. The relevance of Tamil in the Global Academic Discourse 
2. The role of South Asian Studies programs and their geo-political role in Foreign Policy of the 

USA. How do Tamil Studies fit into the bigger picture? 
3. What advantages accrue to Tamils across the world with a Sangam Tamil Chair at Harvard ? 
4. Given the status, prestige and importance associated with the Harvard brand - How should 

Tamils effectively use this opportunity? 
5. Given the background of previous Tamil Chairs - How will the Harvard Tamil Chair help the 

Tamils? 

Perspectives from scholars from different backgrounds and persuasions will be sought and engaged with 
effectively. The Panel will aim for a comprehensive well researched discussion. 
 

Panelists 

Smt. Padmini Ravichandran is the Managing Editor for Sudesi, a Tamil current affairs magazine. Sudesi was 
started 8 years ago by her own free press after Padmini had spent more than 30 years in the field of journalism. 
Apart from running this magazine, she is also a branding and media advisor for a few concerns. Her unique 
contribution that she feels adds value to what she is able to bring to the discourse is the fact that she has chosen 
ideology over commercial journalism. 

Sri. Gopaljee R R has completed his B.A., LLB from Bangalore University. His grandfather Sri. T.V. 
Ramasubbaiyer, a freedom fighter, was the founder of DINAMALAR, a National Tamil Daily, in the year 1951. At 
23, as an Associate Editor & Marketing Head, he displayed great courage in bringing sensitive news stories to light. 
He is known for his sharp insights and unbiased analysis. He is a strong believer of Media Social Responsibility. 
Many of the initiatives taken by him, have become a touchstone of new ideas such as Jeithu Kattuvom, Vazhikatti 
and Maha Sakthi Aakkuvom. 

Moderator 

Sri. Rajiv Malhotra is an internationally known researcher, writer, speaker and public intellectual on current               
affairs as they relate to civilizations, cross-cultural encounters, religion and science. He studied physics and               
computer science, and served in multiple careers including: software development executive, Fortune 100 senior              
corporate executive, strategic consultant, and successful entrepreneur in the information technology and media             
industries. At the peak of his career when he owned 20 companies in several countries, he took early retirement at                    
age 44 to pursue philanthropy, research and public service. He established Infinity Foundation for this purpose in                 
1994. 
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Rajiv has conducted original research in a variety of fields and has influenced many other thinkers in India and the 
West. He has disrupted the mainstream thought process among academic and non-academic intellectuals alike, by 
providing fresh provocative positions on Dharma and on India. Some of the focal points of his work are: 
Interpretation of Dharma for the current times; comparative religion, globalization, and India’s contributions to the 
world. 

He has authored hundreds of articles, provided strategic guidance to numerous organizations and has over 400 
video lectures available online. His following game-changing books are a good resource to understand him deeper: 

● Academic Hinduphobia 
● The Battle For Sanskrit: “Is Sanskrit political or sacred, oppressive or liberating, dead or alive?” 
● Being Different: An Indian Challenge to Western Universalism 
● Breaking India: Western Interventions in Dravidian and Dalit Faultlines 
● Indra’s Net: Defending Hinduism’s Philosophical Unity 
  

 Besides these, his writings became the center of discussion in the book, “Invading the Sacred”. 

His latest activities and talks are being actively featured at his Facebook site: RajivMalhotra.Official 
Currently, Rajiv Malhotra is the full-time founder-director of Infinity Foundation in Princeton, NJ. He also serves 
as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Center for Indic Studies at the University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth, and is adviser to various organizations. Infinity Foundation has given more than 400 grants for 
research, education and community work. It has provided strategic grants to major universities in support of 
pioneering programs including: visiting professorships in Indic studies at Harvard University, Yoga and Hindi 
classes at Rutgers University, research and teaching of non-dualistic philosophies at University of Hawaii, Global 
Renaissance Institute and a Center for Buddhist studies at Columbia University, a program in religion and science 
at University of California, endowment for the Center for Advanced Study of India at University of Pennsylvania, 
lectures at the Center for Consciousness Studies at University of Arizona. To know more about the foundation, 
please go to Infinity Foundation’s Website 
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Panel Discussion: Swadeshi Perspective on Aryan Theories 
 

Aryan Invasion theory (AIT) is a product of 18th century thinking to explain the similarities between                
languages of Europe and Sanskrit. When enormous archaeological evidence showed no support for AIT,              
the modern proponents of AIT modified it to Aryan migration theory (AMT). While it has word ‘theory’                 
in it, it has nothing to do with scientific concept of a theory. Rather AIT or AMT is a dogma. 

This dogma of AIT/AMT is being exploited by various Breaking India forces to divide Indians along the                 
lines of ‘jati’ (brahmins vs. non-brahmins), ‘languages’ (Tamil vs. Sanskrit) and ‘geography’ (Northern             
vs. southern India/Indians). 

In this panel, the participants will discuss the origin and dogmatic nature of AIT/AMT and how it stands                  
against the available evidence from fields of linguistics, archaeology, genetics, astronomy, hydrology            
and textual evidence of ancient Indian narratives. The participants will discuss why some groups are hell                
bent on keeping AIT/AMT alive, despite all evidence to the contrary. The participants will also discuss                
specific actions ought to be taken to educate Indians about the facts of AIT/AMT. 

Area of interest/expertise of panelist Panelist 
Linguistics/Rigveda Sri Shrikant Talageri 
Linguistics/genetics/discourse in social Media Sri Shiv Shastry 
Genetics Sri Gyaneshwer Chaubey 
Civilizations & migrations Sri P Priyadarshi 
Astronomy/Genetics/hydrology/Epics Sri Nilesh Oak 
Moderator Sri Rajiv Malhotra 
 

Panelists 

Sri. Shrikant G Talageri was educated in Mumbai, India where he lives and works. Talageri has revolutionized 
the research into Rig Veda. He has successfully identified several historical information from Rig Veda, which he 
has used to chronologically arrange the ten Mandalas of Rig Veda as (6, 3, 7,, 4, 2, 5 and 8,9,10) with the 6th 
mandala being the oldest and the 10th being the newest. He explored the history of the kings and the sages who 
composed the Rigvedic hymns. Talageri utilized for his analysis, the Anukramanis in Rigveda, which are often 
neglected by scholars. He also studied the geographical basis of Rig Veda. Talageri's analysis is not dependant on 
the genome based studies of human migrations nor on the archaeo-astronomical studies. Yet his analysis and the 
migration pattern of Indo European language family matches with the patterns described by both these independent 
studies. Thus, his theory generally categorized under Out Of India (OIT) theory of origin of IE Family is firm and is 
a strong contender to the entrenched IE homeland theories. 

 
Dr. Shivshankar Sastry is a General Surgeon by profession, having done his MBBS and MS from JIPMER, 
Pondicherry and FRCS in Edinburgh. His interest in military aircraft dates from the age of 7, but this took a back 
seat during his medical education. His interests later enabled him to contribute to the building of the Indian military 
website "Bharat-Rakshak.com" and serve as forum moderator where he was able to fully expand on his interests 
which include, apart from military aviation, sociology, psychology, history and strategic affairs. He published an 
e-book titled "Pakistan-Failed State" in 2007.  His interest in Indology has been shaped by his reading of Prof SN 
Balagangadhara and Aurobindo, and meeting with Rajiv Malhotra at his Bengaluru book launches. He is currently 

11 
 



 
 

working on a book which he hopes will lead to the fixing of an approximate date for the origins of the Sanskrit 
language. 

Dr Gyaneshwer Chaubey has spent most of his research career time in Estonian Biocentre and University of 
Tartu, Estonia as a PhD student and thereafter in Scientist and Senior Scientist positions. He was also a visiting 
scientist to University of Cambridge and Sanger Centre, UK. Recently, he is back to India and joined the 
department of Zoology, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi as full Professor. The research of Dr. Chaubey is 
focussed on the peopling of South and Southeast Asia. He is known for his in-depth work on several ethnic groups 
of South Asia e.g. Austroasiatic, Indian Jews, Siddi, Parsis etc. Currently, by using various kinds of uniparental and 
biparental genetic markers, he is trying to find out the role of migration, drift and selection in peopling of South 
Asia by the use of available computational tools and developing new ones. 

Dr. Premendra Priyadarshi, MBBS, MD, FRCP, is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh,                 
and member of a large number of professional bodies like Indian Medical Association, Association of Physicians of                 
India. He also cleared the Civil Services Examination in 1986 and served in the Pondicherry Police Service for a                   
short while. Besides science, he has thoroughly pursued history, philosophy, religions, anthropology, political             
science and linguistics as his personal interest. He has written many books on Indology viz. India's Contributions to                 
the West (2004), Zero is Not the Only Story (2007), The First Civilization of the World (2011) and Vishva Sabhyata              
ka Udbhava aur Prasar (2012). Focus of Dr. Priyadarshi's research is on correcting the distortions in Indian                
historiography. 

Sri Nilesh Nilkanth Oak is an author and writes extensively on ancient Indian history at               
www.nileshoak.wordpress.com. He is currently working on 4 books and has written two books in the past which                 
are critically acclaimed. When did the Mahabharata War Happen? The Mystery of Arundhati was written in 2011                 
and was nominated for the Lakatos award given annually by the LSE. His second book The Historic Rama was                   
written in 2014. Nilesh holds an MBA and an M.S. in Chemical Engineering and is also Adjunct Assistant                  
Professor at School of Indic Studies, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, MA, USA. He resides in Atlanta,                 
GA, USA. 

Moderator 

Sri. Rajiv Malhotra 

Panel Discussion: Dravidian Hinduphobia in Tamil Nadu 
 

Anti-Hindu sentiment can be noticed across the various spheres of public life in Tamil Nadu. Contempt,                
hatred and prejudice towards Hindu beliefs, values, deities, Vedas, Sanskrit etc can be seen everywhere.               
In television discussions, films, print media, party meetings and academic seminars, it is very normal to                
see Hindu bashing as a recurrent feature today. It is very common to see depictions of Hinduism which                  
are very vulgar and outright insulting. For many politicians, to talk ill about Hindu beliefs in a vulgar and                   
insulting way has become a habit. Often, practising Hindus feel hurt by the media and political                
discussions which look down upon their customs and adhyatmic practices. Beneath this negative attitude               
towards Hindu beliefs and practices, and devout Hindus, a deep fear of the resurgence of dharmic culture                 
and civilization can be located and this is nothing but Hinduphobia. The roots of Hinduphobia may be                 
traced to the colonial and missionary historiographical and ethnographic constructions.  

An interlocked network of Christian missionaries, leftists and Dravidianists are reproducing and            
perpetuating this contempt for Hinduism through academia and media and Hinduphobia could be located              
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at the root of this phenomenon. Hinduphobia needs to be understood in terms of its multiple dimensions,                 
patterns and sources so as to tackle it. A deeper understanding of this phenomenon would pave the way                  
for a dharmic cultural and civilizational resurgence in India especially in Tamil Nadu, the land of                
Azhwars and Nayanmars. 

In this panel, the speakers will try to discuss the dimensions and manifestations of Hinduphobia in                
different domains of social cultural and political life. It will also explore the social, ideological and                
political background of the agents spreading negative images about Hindu beliefs and practices and their               
interlocking networks. The speakers will also try to identify the attempts to counter the narratives of                
Hinduphobia. 

 

Hinduphobia in Tamil Nadu 

Sl. No Topic Panelist 

1 

Hindu Dvesham in EVR’s Writings, Speeches and 
Demonstrations 
(ஈெவராவி�  ேப��  ம���  எ����களி�  ஹி�� 
�ேவஷ� ). 

Sri. M.Venkatesan 
�  ம . ெவ�கேடச� 

2 
Hinduphobia in Tamil Print and Visual Media 
(தமி�  அ��  ம���  கா�சி  ஊடக�களி� 
ஹி��விேராத� ) 

Sri. N.Ananda Padmanaban 
(ப�ம� ) 

3 Dehinduisation of Tamil Literature 
Sri.  Jataayu 
(RN Sankara Narayanan) 

4 Evangelical Hijacking of Tamil Identity 
Sri.  A.V.Gopalakrishnan 
(Devapriya ji) 

 Moderator Dr Kanagaraj Easwaran 
 

The first two presentations will be made in Tamil while the third speech will be in English. Translation                  
of the first two speeches to English will also be given. 

Panelists 

Sri. M.Venkatesan is a well known Tamil writer and publisher. He is an original thinker and dharmic activist.                  
He has written books on Ambedkar, EV Ramasamy Naicker, the Dravidian movement and Justice Party. His books                 
such as ஈேவ ராமசாமியி� ம�ப�க� (The Other side of EV Ramasamy), �ர�சியாள� அ�ேப�க� ��தமத� மாறிய�               
ஏ� ? (Why did Ambedkar Convert to Buddhism?), தா��த�ப�டவ�க��� பா�ப�டதா நீதி க�சி (Did Justice             
Party Work for Schedule Caste Welfare?), ஹி����வ அ�ேப�க� (Hindutva Ambedkar) have been making a              
significant impact on the intellectual climate of Tamil Nadu.  

Sri. N.A. Padmanabhan is a Tamil journalist and writer having a very rich experience in both Tamil print and                   
visual media. He has authored books on Indian Philosophy and Hindu spirituality. His books such as ஆ�டவ�                 
ம���� ஆ�மிகேம (Rejection of God is also Spirituality), த��வ தரிசன�க� (Indian Philosophical            
Perspectives: Darsanas) are widely popular in the state.  

Sri. Jataayu (R N Sankara Narayanan) is an IT professional. He is a well-known Tamil Writer and                 
Hindutvaite thinker. He has been one of the editors of website Tamil Hindu and Valam magazine. He has a deep                    
interest in Kambaramayanam and knows Sanskrit well. He has written a number of articles in Tamil Hindu and                  

13 
 



 
 

Thinnai websites. His most recent publications include ப�பா�ைட� ேப�த� (Talking on Culture), சாதிக� ஒ�             
�திய க�ேணா�ட� (இைணயாசிரிய�  அரவி�த நீலக�ட� ) - A New Perspective on Jati(with Aravindan          
Neelakandan), கால�ேதா�� நரசி�க�  (ப�பா�� க��ைரகளி� ெதா�தி ) Narasimham Over the Ages -          
Compendium of Articles on Culture).  

Sri. A.V. Gopalakrishnan is an engineer by profession and a passionate historical researcher on Bible and                
theology. For over fifteen years he has been writing blogs on the historicity of Bible under his pen name Devapriya                    
ji.  

Moderator 

Dr. Kanagaraj Easwaran is Professor of Social Work at Mizoram University. He works on Tribal livelihood                
and community development. His interests include Indology and Indian philosophy. He has published papers on               
social work and community development.  

 

Panel Discussion: Spiritual Streams of Tamil Nadu 
Tamil culture has always been part of India’s great tradition in spite of its uniqueness. The natural                 
relationship among different schools of Indian thought as well as different regional sub-cultures could be               
better appreciated with the help of Indra’s Net concept which originated in Vedic literature, developed               
further by Buddhist thinkers and reintroduced by Sri Rajiv Malhotra to refute the neo-Hinduism              
hypothesis proposed by western Indologists. 
Historically, there is continuous interaction between the people of Tamil Nadu and other parts of India.                
There is continuity between pan Indian Great Tradition and various spiritual streams of Tamil Nadu. This                
could be observed in the literary, artistic, philosophical and spiritual aspects of Tamil culture and               
civilization. We can see a number of references to Veda, Yajna, Ramayana, Mahabharata and Puranas in                
Tamil literature since the Sangam age. In the Tamil Kavya literature inspired by Buddhist and Jain                
spiritual streams also the continuity is observed. The Tamil Saiva and Vaishnava bhakti movements of               
Nayanmars and Azhvars respectively have contributed to the revival and renaissance of Vedic tradition              
in Tamil Nadu. This Bhakti movement in Tamil Nadu pioneered by the Saiva and Vaishnava saints                
reaffirmed the Tamil people’s faith in Vedic cosmology and they have been inspired by Agamic thought                
and Puranic literature too. Further, these movements have inspired bhakti movements across the south              
and north India in the course of India’s history. Thus, the interaction has always been mutual and                 
bidirectional. Tamil Bhakti Saints, Siddhars and scholars have made significant contributions to Indian             
culture and civilization while they have got inspired by the pan Indic Vedic and Agamic spiritual                
wisdom. 
There are attempts to breaking the connection between the great tradition of Indian civilization and Tamil                
tradition as discrete antithetical entities. The seeds of secessionism have been sown by the colonialists               
and missionaries to divide and rule Indian people and the nation as its integration is primarily cultural                 
and spiritual. They have been further nurtured and promoted by the theologically inclined folklorists, the               
Left and Dravidian leaning Tamil scholars in academia of Tamil Nadu. Secessionists are at work within                
Saivism on a wider scale across the state while a few are working in Vaishnavism also. They often use                   
‘oppression as a lens’ to reconstruct Tamil Saivism as well as folk religion as altogether different from                 
the great tradition. The Nehruvian congress dominated political climate at the national level and              
Dravidian rule in the state have perpetuated diffusion of the anti-oppressive conceptual framework in the               
academic study of culture and civilization in Tamil Nadu. 
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In this panel discussion, an attempt will be made to discuss the contribution of Tamils to the growth of                   
great tradition of India through different spiritual streams and their connection with Vedic, Puranic and               
Agamic literature. It will also highlight the linkages between the folk tradition of Grama and Kula devata                 
worship and the spiritual streams of Indian tradition. It will also highlight the role of Jainism in the                  
cultural and spiritual integration of Tamil Nadu. The presentations will highlight the historical attempts              
to disconnect Tamil tradition and great tradition also. 

 
Spiritual Streams of Tamil Nadu 

 
Sl. No Topic Speaker 

1 

“Nayanmars, Saiva Siddhantam and Saiva Paramparyam: 
Pan Indic connections and Contributions of Tamils’ 

நாய�மா�க�� , ைசவசி�தா�த��  ைசவபார�பரிய�� : 
தமிழக�  ெப�ற��  ெகா����� 

Prof. M.V. Pasupathi 
 

2 Jain Tradition in Tamil Nadu: Pan Indic connections and 
Contributions of Tamils. 

J. Neelakesi 

3  “Pan Indic Connections of Ganapathi and Murugan Worship” Dr. G. Sankara Narayanan

4 Grama Devathas and Kuladevatas: Continuity of Tamil Folk T
with Great Tradition.  

Dr. Kanagaraj Easwaran 

  
 

Panelists 
 
Prof. M.V. Pasupathi is former Principal, S.K.S.S.S Arts College, Thiruppanandal, Tamil Nadu. He was              
Professor of Tamil and authored a number of articles and books on Saivism, Saiva Siddhanta and bhakti literature                  
in Tamil. 
 

Smt. J. Neelakesi is a Guest Faculty, Department of Jainology at the University of Madras. She belongs to the                  
Tamil Jain Community. She got her M.Phil for her thesis on Tamil Jain literature (தமி� சமண இல�கிய�களி�                 
கட�� வா��� ) from University of Madras. She is at present working on her PhD thesis on a Jain Kavya in Tamil                     
(ேம�ம�தர��ராண�தி� அற� உைர�த�� ேக�ட�� ). She has published a book on Tamil Jain Literature (சமண              
இல�கிய�களி�  கட��  வா��� ) recently. 
 

Dr. G. Sankara Narayanan is at present working as assistant professor in Department of Sanskrit at SCSV                 
Mahavidyalaya, Kanchipuram. His areas of interest include Sanskrit literature, Indian History, Epigraphy etc. He              
has presented a number of papers at international and national conferences. He has authored a number of articles in                   
Sanskrit, Tamil and English. 
 

Dr. Kanagaraj Easwaran is Professor of Social Work at Mizoram University. He is working on Tribal                
Livelihood and Community Development in the contexts of Tamil Nadu and North East India. He is interested in                  
Bhakti, Yoga, Agama and Vedantic spiritual traditions of India. At present, his focus is on promoting Swadeshi                 
Social Science and Swatantric Social Work for decolonising of Indian intellect. 
 
Moderator 
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Prof. G Srinivasan is a Professor in the Department of Management Studies with 27 years of experience. He 
teaches Operations Research and Operations Management to undergraduate and MBA students at IIT Madras. His 
research interests are in areas of Cellular Manufacturing and Scheduling. He has published extensively and guided 
doctoral students in these areas. He has authored two books titled Operations Research and Operations and Supply 
Chain Management. His video lectures in Operations Research are available in NPTEL and YouTube and are well 
received by students. 
His other interests are in understanding and reciting Thevaaram and Divyaprabhandam. He has also delivered talks 
on these topics in the temple at IIT Madras. He is an avid follower of cricket and Ponniyin Selvan and has delivered 
a talk on the sequels to Ponniyin Selvan.  
 
 

Panel Discussion: Pan-Indic Narratives 
 

Through perpetuating Dravidianism in Tamil Nadu, a narrative has been sought to be set - viz. the 
culture, intellectual tradition, religion and the very ethos of Tamil Nadu is distinct and different from the 
so-called Aryan rest-of- India. While Tamil Nadu has a character, culture and tradition of its own (as 
does every region for that matter) that makes it unique, the politics of Dravidianism tries to portray it as 
something that is far removed from the pan-Indian Vedic heritage, bringing into play the 
colonialist-concocted Aryan Invasion Theory (or its recent diluted version as the Aryan Migration 
Theory) to pit Tamil Nadu against the “other”. The secessionist subterfuge is, however, not very opaque. 
All evidence from varied branches of knowledge - such as numismatics, manuscriptology, philosophy, 
and literature - gives lie to the claim of Tamil Nadu being a different civilization altogether.  

This panel brings to the fore some portion of this evidence such as - the scripts and the numismatic 
evidence, Ayurveda and Siddha traditions, the deployment of the delectable Mani-pravala 
language-blend, Sri Vaishnava tradition and performing arts, and the impact of Buddhism - and discusses 
how the evidence in fact underscores the pan-Indic nature of the various aspects of the culture and 
tradition of Tamil Nadu. 

Topics of Discussion 

1. Performing arts are a big part of the cultural heritage and have a major role to play in promoting the 
Sri Vaishnava tradition which is one of the major traditions in Tamil Nadu. Both the temple-centric arts 
and jati-centric arts focus on portraying the lilas of Lord Narayana and his avataras as well as the stories 
of the Vaishnava devotees such as the Azhvars. Sri Jagannatha Dasar will discuss various aspects of this 
topic and also highlight the historical antiquity of these performing arts and their present status. 

2. Brahmi and Nagari scripts can be considered as the unifying scripts of Bharata. Sri Bimal Trivedi will 
present his ideas on these as also the use of Nagari script on the southern side of Vindhyachal. He will 
also present numismatic evidence to show that Nagari and Nandinagari were the script of the masses. 

3. Buddhism is a major Indic religion which has made its impact across the country in various spheres 
such as the cultural and the intellectual streams. Tamil Nadu too has not been untouched by its influence. 
Dr. S Nagaraju brings to our attention the various aspects of the impact of Buddhism on Tamil Nadu. 

4. While Sanskrit is portrayed as being shunned in Tamil Nadu by the Dravidianists, the literary style of 
Mani-pravalam (which mixes Sanskrit and Tamil) belies that claim as this was in extensive use in the 
bhakti literature as far back as 12th century CE. The presence of Sanskrit terms ensured that there was no 
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dilution of concepts and the mixing of Tamil words made the language accessible to the masses. Dr. 
Alwar discusses the lesser known aspects of the Mani-pravalam usage, specifically in the Sri Vaishnava 
texts. 

5. Ayurveda and Siddha are two indigenous traditions of medicine which differ slightly from each other, 
with the latter finding a greater appeal in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, while the former is in much vogue in 
all other parts of India. Dr. S Venugopalan will discuss the similarities and differences between the two 
systems, laying to rest the speculations about their being contradictory to each other. 

 

Panelists 

Sri Jagannath Dasar is a research scholar in the Madura College in holy city of Madurai. He is a Tamil Scholar 
with deep interest in Tamil Bhakti literature of Sri Vaishavism especially Nalayira Divya Prapandam(4000 Hymns 
of Azvars), Srimad Ramayanam and Srimad Bhagavatam. He is giving discourses on Srimad Bhagavatam all over 
Tamil Nadu. He is completing his Ph.D on commentary on Thirumangai Azhvar.  

  

Sri Bimal Trivedi, the Team Leader / Senior Numismatist of Mintage World Ltd. has a humongous data 
collection of 45,000 Indian coins, 25,000 world coins, other stamps and currency notes. He set up an online 
museum www.mintageworld.com, a museum of numismatics and philately. In the course of coin and stamp 
collection, he learnt reading and writing Brahmi, deciphering coins minted with ancient script Kharoshthi, and also 
Arabic and Persian legend. He has a Masters in Numismatics & Archeology, Advanced Diploma in Business 
Administration and a BA in Hindi Literature. 

Dr. M.A Alwar is a Sanskrit scholar specializing in Sanskrit Literature and all the systems of Indian philosophy. 
He has been active in the filed of trans-disciplinary and multidisciplinary studies, studying the contemporary 
relevance of ancient knowledge systems to the modern world. He is also actively involved in development of 
Multimedia packages for various aspects of Indian Culture and heritage like Sandhyavandanam, Pancha Suktham, 
Ancient scripts of India like Grantha, Sharada etc and several other such products. He also provides the concept and 
content for various websites portraying our ancient traditions. He organizes National and International seminars and 
conferences on various topics concerning traditional knowledge systems, works on preparation of Critical Editions, 
Translations and Publication of rare books. He conceives, prepares and delivers different types of projects 
concerning traditional knowledge systems on a turn-key basis. 

Dr. S Venugopalan is a vedic and Sanskrit scholar who also specialises in Ayurveda. He is Professor, 
Department of Sanskrit and Indian Culture, SCSVMV University, Kanchipuram (Sri Jayendrasaraswati Ayurveda 
College. Chennai). He has a more than 100 articles published by SRIVIDYA, monthly Tamil magazine. He has 
been attending and delivering Vaakyaarthas (Paper presentation) in almost all regional level seminars on Samskrt 
Sastras being held every Thursday at Kanchi Mutt between 8am and 10 am since 1995. He attends all National 
level special Saastra Vaakyaartha Sadas conducted by Kanchi Mutt every year twice during HH Mahaswamy’s 
jayanti and Aaraadhana celebrations since 1993. He has a strong online presence and a good following on social 
media site twitter where he tweets with the handle @Gopalee67. He has an ongoing project called Amritavachanam 
which he puts out every day on social media as a nugget of information for the day. This is very popular among 
twitter users who are aficionados of Sanskrit.  

Moderator 

Prof. K S Kannan is a professor at the Centre for Ancient History and Culture, Jain University, Bengaluru and is 
the Academic Director of the Swadeshi Indology Conference Series. He is a Former Director, Karnataka Sanskrit 
University and has a PhD in Sanskrit. His pursuits include research into Sanskrit literature and Indian Philosophy 
and he is the author of about 20 books, prominent among them Theoretical Foundations of Ayurveda published by 
FRLHT, Bengaluru in 2007 and Virupaksha Vasantotsava Champu, Annotated Edition, published by Kannada 
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Vishvavidyalaya, Hampi, Karnataka in 2001. He is also the co-translator of Vibhinnate, the translation into 
Kannada, of the seminal work in English Being Different, written by Rajiv Malhotra in 2016. 

 

 

Panel Discussion: Addressing Hinduphobia : Legal perspectives 

The centuries old global phenomenon of Hinduphobia, exemplified by the Islamic invasions, the 
excesses of Colonialism of the last millennia and since the past few decades explicitly seen in Media and 
Academia, is examined with the help of perspectives from the legal fraternity,  

What does it mean  to be  a Hindu in the world at large today? This is closely tied to the overt and in 
many cases not so overt hinduphobia prevalent in "promoted" mainstream discourse. 

How does one approach the problems of Hinduphobia "legally"?  How do we  define the phenomenon? 
How do we use  existing laws? New Legislation - How to do them?  Illustrations from "cases" in the 
Indian and US legal systems. What would it take to institutionalize the legal approach? What are possible 
hurdles? What are the weaknesses of current approaches?  

This panel will attempt to address the above questions . 

 

About the panelists: 

Sri. Ayush Garg has degrees in Law (Juris Doctor) from Northwestern University , Chicago  and from the 
National Law University, Jodhpur. He has practiced as as an Associate at Winston and Strawn LLP, Chicago and 
also was a Law Clerk to Justice P. Sathasivam at the Supreme Court of India. He is very much aligned to the Hindu 
cause and researches Hindu issues globally from legal perspectives. 

 

Other Panelists:  To be Confirmed 
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List of presenters with the titles of their papers 
 

 
Sl 
No
. Name Topic Title of Paper 

TRACK 1 

1. Sri. Partha Desikan 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

Rāmāyana and Mahābhārata Interaction with Tamil Literary and 
Cultural Traditions through the Ages 

2. Ms. Prerna T and Sri. 
Sreejit Datta 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

Battling Social Hierarchy, the Śrī Vaiṣṇavism Way 

3. Dr. Sundari Siddhartha 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

Umapati Sivacharya, Saiva Siddhanta and the present times in 
Tamil Nadu 

4. Ms. Sujatha Bala 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

�ाचीन -��वडदेशीय -धा�म�कत�वा�न  तषेाम ् अवा�चीन�ासः  - 
तलुना�मकं  वी�णम ्
 

5. Ms. Shanthi Narayanan 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

The Nature of Philosophy of Rāmānuja – Emancipation of 
Identity And not from Social Order, Its Relevance to Current 
Context 

6. Dr. Saraswati Sainath 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

A Study of Vedic References in the Sixth Tirumuṟai of Appar’s 
Tēvāram 

7. Dr. K S 
Balasubramanian 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

JNÄṈAKUṞAḶ – A UNIQUE TEXT 

8. Dr. Shrinivas Tilak 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

Reaffirming Āgama Nigama Samanvaya: Tirumūlar’s 
Contribution To Dharma 

9. Ms. Vrinda Acharya 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

Integration of Tamil Isai with the Vedic and Sanskritic Tradition 

10. Ms. K Vidyuta 
T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

SANGAM LITERATURE AND VAIDIKA MÄRGA 

11. Sri. Akshay Shankar 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

The Vedic Hindu culture and the ancient Tamils: The unity of 
Hindu civilization 

12. Sri. Vedveer Arya 

T1 - Spiritual 
Streams of Tamil 
Nadu 

The Chronological History of Ancient Tamilagam (from 11226 
BCE to 5th century CE) 
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13. Sri. C Hariharan 
T2 - Embedded 
sacredness in Tamil 
life 

NAADI ASTROLOGY: A METAPHYSICAL REALITY OR 
MONOPOLY 

14. Sri. Arjun Bharadwaj 
and Dr. R Ganesh 

T2 - Embedded 
sacredness in Tamil 
life 

Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam’s Contributions to Indian values and 
National Integration in the Context of the Dravidian Movement 
with special reference to the Nāṭyaśāstra 

15. Ms. K Chitra Rao 

T2 - Embedded 
sacredness in Tamil 
life 

“ச�க ” இல�கிய�தி�  ம�கள  அணி  அ�ல�  தாலி  இ��ததா , 
இ�ைலயா  – சரி�திர  ேநா�கி�  ஒ�  ��ணிய  ஆ�� 

16. Dr. S Annapurna 

T2 - Embedded 
sacredness in Tamil 
life 

சில�பதிகார�  – இ�திய�கா�பிய�களி�  அ��தள� 

TRACK 2 

17. Dr. Padmaja Suresh 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

The Shift from Shaivāgama Tantra Tradition to Bharatanātyam 
in Modern Times 

18. Ms. Ishani Dutta 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

From Cilappatikāram to Maṇimekalai: Of Appropriations and 
Misinterpretations in the Understanding of a Pan-Indian Culture 

19. Sri. A V 
Gopalakrishnan 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

Thirukkural  and its affliation to Sanatana Dharma 

20. Dr. Yamuna Devi T7 - Other related Unique Aspects Of Tamil Grammar In Comparison With 
Sanskrit Grammar – A Bird's Eye View 

21. Sri. T N Sudarshan  

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

DeColonizing the Indian Mind - A Case Study of Tamil Nadu 

22. Sri. K Pradeep 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

Hinduphobia in Tamil Television - A Critical Discourse 
Analysis 

23. 
Sri. Ravi Joshi and Ms. 
Yamuna 
Harshavardhana 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

Dravidianism with Language equaling Race - The third wheel in 
Tamil Sanskrit interactions 

24. Sri. K V Ramakrishna 
Rao 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

A Critical Study of Karanams of the Ancient Tamils and the 
Samskaras 

20 
 



 
 

25. Ms. Goda Devi 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

Śrīvaisnavism-Framework for ecology - The physical Universe 
as the body of Visnu 

26. Ms. Rupa Bhaty 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

Cosmic Consciousness; Dance of Natarāja & Influence of 
Agastya-Canopus on Shaiva tradition; 
an Astronomical Case 

27. Dr. Jayaraman 

T6 - Roadmap for 
the future - Tamil 
identity reasserting 
their pan-Indic 
nature 

Rediscovering the Lost Bridges: Tantrayukti-Tandiravutti An 
Ancient Pan-indian, Trans-lingual text-construction manual 

28. Dr. V Ramanathan and 
Dr. G Sudheer 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

Does Siddha, the quintessential medical system of Tamils, 
harbor toxic formulations in guise? A study on kāntacentūram 
an iron oxide based Siddha drug formulation. 

29. Dr. Shobha Shashi 
Kumar 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

The Aesthetics of Christian themes in Bharatanatyam : A 
Critical Study 

30. Ms. Prakruti Prativadi 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

The Bharatanāṭyaṃ Yajña 

31. Ms. Manorama B N 

T4 - Modern 
Hinduphobia and 
the Dravidian 
Movement 

Bharatiya Natyasampradayagalalli (Yakshaganavannu 
visheshavaagi lakshisi) semitic matagala vastu mattu 
paatragalu:kaauchitya visleshana (Kannada) 

TRACK 3 

32. Sri. Subhodeep 
Mukhopadhyay 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

Yogic Perceptions of Aryan-Dravidian Controversy 

33. Dr. Shivshankar Sastry 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

A TASTE OF THEIR OWN MEDICINE: A.I.T. AND THE 
EVIDENCE 

34. 
Ms. Manogna Sastry 
and Sri. Megh 
Kalyanasundaram 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

The A of ABC of Indian chronology: Dimensions of the Aryan 
problem revisited in 2017 

35. Sri. Nilesh Oak 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

What falsifies Aryan invasion theory (AIT)? 

36. Dr. R Ganesh and Sri. 
Shashi Kiran 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

Debunking the Aryan-Dravidian Issue: An Indigenous 
Approach With special reference to three scholars from 
Karnataka 
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37. Ms. Jayasree 
Saranathan 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

Problems in Assumptions and Methodology of Mahadevan’s 
Indus Decipherment  
 
 

38. Ms. Prerna T and Sri. 
Sreejit Datta 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

Deconstructing the False Narrative of De-linking the Literature 
of Tamil Classical Tradition from the Literature of the Bhakti 
Movement 

39. Sri. Sathyaprakash Rao 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

A Critical Analysis of Dravidian Movement, Politics and 
Governance - Changing trends from 1910-2017 

40. Sri. Vivekananda Rao 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

German Indologists, Tamil Studies and Ideological bias changed 
from Sanskrit to Tamil 

41. Dr. Murali K V 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

The Aryan myth demystified: a multidisciplinary 
evidence-based scientific rational analytical approach 

42. 
Sri. T N Sudarshan, 
Sri. T N Madhu, Sri. 
Haricharan A 

T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

The Science and Nescience of Comparative Linguistics: 
Examining the nature and veracity of Comparative Linguistics 
with implications to the Aryan-Dravidian hypotheses 

43. Sri. Sreejit Datta 
T5 - Caste, 
Untouchability and 
Hinduism 

Annihilation of Capitalising on Caste: Battling Politicisation of 
a Constructed Fault Line for Proselytisation 

44. Dr. Tribhuwan Singh 
T5 - Caste, 
Untouchability and 
Hinduism 

Caste an Evangelical tool 

45. Sri. Bimal Trivedi T7 - Other related Official Use of Nagari/Nandinagari South of Vindhya: Scripts 
of One India 

46. Dr. Sankareswari 
T3 - Dravidian 
Movement and 
Evidence 

தமி�  இல�கண�களி�  சம�கி�த  இல�கண�களி�  தா�க� 
க��ைர�  ���க� 
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1. Ramayana and Mahabharata Interaction with Tamil Literary and Cultural 
Traditions through the Ages 

By Sri. Parthasarathy Desikan 

Abstract 

The Geography of Bharat took care long ago to see that several Prakrits should appear and develop among                  
Bhāratīya-s north of the Vindhya-s while a few Dravidian languages should similarly take root in the south.                 
Sanskrit, refined from its earlier Vedic form, was eagerly learnt all over Bhārat, and its grammar-basics helped to                  
create grammatical rules for major languages in the regions, whenever they were ready. Tamil, one of the most                  
ancient, refers to Vedic practices in its oldest literature. The introduction of the two Sanskrit itihasas helped in the                   
healthy growth of Visnu bhakti in the Tamil region, and with Tamil participation in the creation of healthy                  
adaptations in both Tamil and Sanskrit, also in the rest of Bharat. These adaptations have been time tested.                  
Recognition of Rama and Krsna as avatara-s of Visnu became an essential prerequisite. The Universal Love that the                  
two avatara-s could inspire in people of their time, and in all of us as murtis in temples and as itihasic persona, their                       
availability as guiding force on earth and as ultimate refuge, define them for the lay Bharatiya. This paper considers                   
this phenomenon as a test for defining adaptations of the epics as stories of Rama and Krsna. A few examples of                     
such adaptations and commentaries from western Indologists and similar-minded Bharatiya-s are examined in some              
detail to show which of them fail to meet the specification and how. It is hoped that the analysis would help both in                       
discouraging the future generation of such writing and protecting Bharatiya-s from the negative fallouts from what                
is already available. 

About the author 

After four decades of R&D in petroleum and organic chemical industry, Sri.Parthasarathy Desikan has been               
actively studying old classics in Tamil and Sanskrit, including some associated with Sanatana Dharma,              
Srivaishnavism and Vishishtadvaita, and doing some serious translation including Kodandaramayya, Vasantika           
parinayam, Silappadikaram and Vedanta Desika’s Sri Paduka Sahasram, along with its Tamil commentary             
(bhashyam) of Vidwan Tirumalai Thathacharya. He has recently published in ebook format, a mini-purana in               
English entitled A Spiral Fantasy. The book aims to analyse the spiral nature of the path between a seeker and the                     
Truth he seeks, or between a devotee and Bhagavan. He blogs at www.medhajournal.com in a column ‘Partha                 
Says’ and also contributes to its forum discussions. 

2. Battling Social Hierarchy, the Sri Vaisnavism Way  
By Prerna Thiruvaipati and Sreejit Datta  

Abstract  

The approaches taken by Sri Vaisnavism to counter the evil of social hierarchy and the biases and prejudices                  
resulting from it have been multidimensional – on one hand it has utilised its fairly open and dynamic system by                    
mobilizing the sampradaya as a social enterprise led and inspired by spiritual giants to embrace one and all (at the                    
same time taking care as to safeguard the core practices and values as per Vedas and the sastra-s from getting                    
diluted, by keeping a strict eye on spiritual merit maintained by the revered acarya-s of the sampradaya); on the                   
other it has revolutionized upasana itself by equating sacred symbols with the Alvar saints irrespective of their                 
birth or social background and by introducing the four thousand hymns of the Nalayira Divya Prabandham into the                  
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canon of sacred literature, according them the same status as the Vedic hymns. This has resonated in pan-Indian                  
religious movements by other Hindu spiritual giants such as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu of Bengal in the fifteenth                 
century and Swami Vivekananda in the nineteenth, both of whom had recognised the battle against social hierarchy                 
as their priority agendas by throwing open the gates of their folds to one and all – even the so-called ‘other’. It is                       
therefore necessary to analyze the mechanism imbibed in Sri Vaisnavism and in the teachings of Sri                
Ramanujacarya for undoing social hierarchy, which inspired future generations of spiritual leaders emerging from              
within Hinduism in general; as well as Sri Vaisnavism’s influence in inspiring such social and spiritual                
mobilization starting from south India and gradually opening up a pan-Indian, pan-Hindu paradigm. Also              
interesting to note will be the take of the tradition itself on the coincidence of almost all spiritual leaders of the                     
Bhakti movement, and indeed almost all the great acarya -s originating and functioning from south India. At the                  
same time, it is important to distinguish between the conceptual categories used in such analyses of battling social                  
hierarchy, in Tamil Nadu and South India in particular, and in the Indian Subcontinent in general, from the                  
perspectives of Christian evangelism and Dravidian identity-politics, both of which look at Indian history              
exclusively through the disputed framework of Aryan/Dravidian struggle on one hand and the analyses from a                
Swadeshi, emic standpoint. Here the distinctions between ‘caste’ as a category rooted in the Euro-American               
experiences of Nazism, racism and slavery and ‘jati’/ ‘varṇa’ as categories rooted in Indic social organization must                 
be highlighted. The present study will be accomplished from a Swadeshi vantage point to inquire about the                 
phenomenon of inter-jati mobility and Sri Vaisnavism’s role in facilitating the same through faith, rituals and                
philosophy; to counter the narrow, monolithic and malicious narratives which depict an orientalist image of               
Hinduism as a three-pronged system of “caste, cow and curry”, emanating from the Breaking India forces. 

About the authors 

Prerna Thiruvaipati has worked as a personal banker at the ANZ Bank, New Zealand. She has lived in New                   
Zealand for almost 7 years and then moved back to India on a sabbatical. She currently works as a freelance content                     
writer for various websites like agniveer.com, chinnajeeyar guru, blindeducation.org, statueofequality.org and is a             
full time volunteer at JIVA ashram and Adi Foundation Hyderabad. Prerna is a devotee and disciple of His                  
Holiness Sri Sri Tridandi Chinna Jeeyar Swamiji.  

Sreejit Datta is a writer, translator and vocalist. He is pursuing a PhD at the Department of Bengali, Jadavpur                   
University, Kolkata. His thesis relates to historiography of Brahmasangit – the body of religious songs of Brahmo-s                 
– and the aesthetics of its performance. He writes regularly for Swarajya, Pragyata, IndiaFacts and TopYaps,                
among other platforms. He can be reached at sreejit.datta@gmail.com 

3. Umapati Sivacarya, Saiva Siddhanta, and the present times in Tamil Nadu  
By Dr. Sundari Siddhartha 

Abstract 

Saiva Siddhanta is one of the foremost contributions of South India to the religion, Theology and philosophy, of the                   
World Thought. Umapati of the 14th century is one of the foremost contributors to the cause of Saiva Siddhanta.                   
The speciality of his contribution is the copiousness and bilinguality of his works. He wrote both in Tamizh and                   
Sanskrit. Of course, the Tamil works (big and small) are more than thirty-five; whereas the available Sanskrit ones                  
comprise three major, two minor, and a few other works, known through references. He has the advantage of the                   
exposure to all the available Sanskrit works. Consequently, the depth and expanse of his presentation of both                 
philosophy and rituals of Saiva Siddhanta, is that much more effective and influential. 

Post-Umapati too, Saiva Siddhanta continued to flourish and spread. Rituals and worship to Lord Siva continued.                
With time, agamas and Vedic vidhis (methods) borrowed from each other and merged more and more. The Priests                  
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were the know-all, in charge of all spiritual needs of the people. They became all-powerful and autocratic too. Then                   
the obvious happened. 

A leader (E. V. Ramaswami Naicker aka Periyar) appeared. Calling for self-respect and rational thinking, he started                 
a movement. It was anti-Brahmin, anti-Sanskrit, anti- superstition, and anti-caste. The non-brahmin Dravidian class              
was up in arms. As a result, Sanskrit gave way to Tamil in temple-worship. The post of the priest was thrown open                      
to all qualified men. Spirituality, god and religion were viewed in a new light. Was this attack on spirituality                   
justified? Is the problem solved? If not, what should be the future action? That and more are discussed in this paper. 

About the author 

Dr. Sundari Siddhartha has a Doctorate in Sanskrit from Delhi University. She has 43 years of teaching                 
experience in the Indraprastha College for Women and at Delhi University and retired as a Senior Reader of                  
Sanskrit in 2003, post which she is serving at the International Headquarters of the Theosophical Society at Adyar,                  
Chennai. She has a working knowledge of Sanskrit, Tamil, Hindi and English, and is currently doing proof-reading                 
in the Editorial department. From 1979 to 2015 she has participated and presented several papers at national and                  
international conferences of Sanskrit, Philosophy, Tamil and Theosophy. Music and dance are also her interests. 

4. �ाचीन -��वडदेशीय -धा�म�कत�वा�न  तषेाम ् अवा�चीन�ासः  - तलुना�मकं  वी�णम ्
(Dhārmic principles of Ancient TamilNadu and its downswing – A comparative study) 

By Sujatha Bala 

Abstract 

त�म�नाडु�देशः ��वसह�वष��यः पवू� व�ैदकस��दायमेव अनसुर�त �म। आचारान�ुठाना�दषु सव�षु        
स��वषयेषु त�म�भ�ूयाम ् अ��वतीया स�प� ��यते �म ति�मन ् काले। राजानः �जापालकाः धा�म�का�च आसन।्            
रा��ेषु जनाः धमा�थ�कामान ् अनभुव�तः रम�ते �म। सव�षु �े�षेु सम�ृ�धः ��टा। अन�तरकाल�नाः राजानः अ�प तां              
स�पदं  महता  �यासेनार�न।्  

एवं सरु��ता सम�ृ�धः अधनुा त�म�नाडु�देशे ल�ना जाता , अत एव �देशोऽयं सव�था अधोग�तं �ा�नवु�नि�त।अ�याः             
अधोग�याः हेतवः तथा क�थताः �ा�वडप�ीया एव इ�त �ढय�त अयं ��तावः। त�म�नाडु�देश�य अनपुमा सम�ृ�धः             
पा�चा�यानाम ् आ�मणेन �कि�चत ् �ीणतां �ा�तमु ् आर�धा , तथा�प �ा�वडप�ीयानां काले गतप�चाश�वष� एव सव�था            
अधोमखुी  जाता।  अधोग�याः  कारणा�न  त�  त�  यथाशि�त  ��तपा�य�त।े  

ता�काल�नि�थ�तिज�ासया TamilNadu – The land of Vedas इ�त �ी नाग�वा�मवय�ण (Dr.R.Nagaswamy) �वर�चतं            
प�ुतकम ् अवलो�कतम।् त� �सल�प�धकारनामकं ��थम�ु�द�य �व�यमान�वषय�वारा त�म�नाडु�देश�य व�ैदकसम�ृ�धः        
�ाता। अनया व�ैदकसम�ृ�या �देशोऽयं धा�म�क�वषये�व�प उ�कृ�टा भवे�द�त कृ�वा , �देश�य इदानी�तनि�थ�तं तलु�यतुं           
इल�गो�ीचरणेन  �वर�चतोऽय ं �सल�प�धकारनामकः  ��थः  �चतः।  

चेर -चोल -पा��यराजानां शासनप�ध�तः , तषेां �वभावः , तःै आच�रताः राजधमा�ः , मतधमा�ः , जनानां , समहू�य च           
ि�थ�तः इ�त बहवः अशंाः ��थाि�चताः। एतषेु �वषयेषु इदानी�तनत�म�नाडु�देश�य ि�थ�तम ् उ��वा तषेां �वपर�तं            
य���यत े त�य  कारणीभतूाः  अ��य�ा�वडनेतारः  एव  इ�त  ��तपा�यत े ��तावेऽि�मन।् 

About the author 

Smt. Sujatha Bala is currently pursuing her Ph.D in the University of Madras, Department of Sanskrit under the                  
guidance of Dr.S.Padmanabhan, Prof and Head, Dept of Sanskrit. 
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5. The Nature of Philosophy of Ramanuja – Emancipation of Identity And not 
from Social Order, Its Relevance to Current Context 

By Shanthi Narayanan 

Abstract 

April 2017 was a special month for Sri Vaishnavas the world over. Ramanuja’s birth millennium was celebrated                 
with gusto and piety in India by his followers. This occasion has given rise to a resurgence of interest into the                     
philosophy Ramanuja propounded, his life and teaching. There have been healthy discussions into how relevant his                
life and teaching are in today’s context. Researchers have been primarily interested in understanding Rāmānuja’s               
Vedantic philosophy and comparative studies with other philosophies. His 1000th birth year saw a rise in                
discussions on the social influence of his philosophy. This has led to the epithet ‘social reformer’ being used to                   
refer to Rāmānuja, more in recent times. 

Ramanuja’s aim was to help the masses realize their real identity as atman-s and their relationship with their                  
creator, Brahman. His life, work and teachings were grounded in this truth. He removed all bases of differences                  
among the masses through this truth and thus helped them look beyond the inequality that existed in society then.                   
The power of his philosophy, as showcased through his life, is such that even in current day scenario, he commands                    
followers across all sections of society.  

This has attracted even an atheistic political party (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) to claim him as a role-model                 
who worked towards removing caste barriers (Yamunan 2015:1). To qualify and define Rāmānuja’s deeds simply               
as a social reformer would misrepresent the focus and intentions with which Ramanuja expounded Visistadvaita               
philosophy. This paper focuses the risk of referring to Ramanuja as a social reformer to the exclusion of his primary                    
identity as a patron saint who sought to re-establish the primacy of Veda-s in social and religious context. The risk                    
involves dwarfing a giant such as Ramanuja into someone who was primarily concerned with social emancipation                
during his times. Contrary to such a thought being propagated, his message was timeless and sought to establish                  
faith in the Brahman and that alone as the way to attain salvation.  

The paper seeks to portray how Rāmānuja along with Alvar-s sought to establish Bhakti towards the Brahman as                  
the lens through which to view this world and attain salvation. His efforts were directed towards respecting and                  
following what Veda-s espoused, which included adherence to religious rituals, social norms such as the               
Varnashrama. The inclusivity shown by Ramanuja towards all sections of the society, was in line with the above                  
norms mentioned. 

About the author  

Shanthi Narayanan is passionate about understanding the self through different modalities including Symbols,             
Work using Tarot cards, Transactional Analysis and Coaching. This has helped her to explore and deepen her roots                  
in Vishistadvaita philosophy. By travelling to Divya Desams and by listening to Ubaya Vedantis she is in the                  
process of building her knowledge of the richness of this inclusive, comprehensive philosophy. Her prime focus is                 
on understanding the Divya Prabhandam and Vyakhyanams written in Tamil by the acharyas of Vishistadvaita               
philosophy. She has volunteered at Teach for India, mentored young adults and has setup HR process for a political                   
party. A thorough HR professional, she has worked with Honeywell, Qualcomm and Software AG especially in                
process and organization capability improvement. 

6. A Study of Vedic References in the Sixth Tirumurai of Appar’s Tevaram 
By Dr. Saraswati Sainath 

Abstract 
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The Saiva canon consists of twelve books called the Tirumurais. These Tirumurais were composed by many saints-                 
a majority of them popularly called the Nayanmars. Tirunavukkarasar or Appar, as he is known, is an important                  
Nayanar. He forms part of the group of four important saints called nalvar along with Tirujnanasampantar,                
Suntarar and Manikkavasagar. Appar’s hymns occupy the fourth, fifth and sixth books of the Saiva canon. His                 
hymns are called as patikams which are usually a set of ten hymns. Some patikams, however, consist of more than                    
ten hymns. The fourth Tirumurai consists of 113 patikams, the fifth 100, and the sixth 99. In this paper, though, I                     
will confine myself to the sixth. I study the references to Vedic studies and culture that are represented by Appar in                     
these hymns. The sixth Tirumurai begins with the description of Siva as one who is present in the hearts of the                     
Brahmins. Likewise, while praising the Siva of Tiruvidaimarutur Appar makes specific reference to the              
Astasahasram group of Tamil smarta Brahmins. It may be important to mention that when Appar was tied to a                   
stone and cast to drown in the ocean, Appar addresses Siva as one who recites the Vedas. This shows his reverence                     
towards the Vedas even in the most dangerous situation in his life. Thus, I think that a study of the Vedic references                      
in the sixth Tirumurai will enable us to get a good picture of the importance of Vedic culture in the Tamil speaking                      
South at the times of the Nayanmars and will also enable us to study the development of Saivism as a Vedic                     
religion in South India. 

About the Author 

Dr. Saraswati Sainath, after teaching Sanskrit, Tamil and Bioethics at McGill University, Montreal, and              
Memorial Universiy, St. Johns, Canada, is currently working as Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit at Dr.                
M. G. R. Janaki College of Arts and Science for Women, Chennai. She has a Doctorate from University of Madras,                    
and is fluent in Sanskrit, Tamil, Hindi, English and French and has participated in many seminars and workshops                  
on a variety of subjects including epigraphy, medical, legal, religious, multicultural implications on alternative              
medicine, course design and teaching workshops, anti-violence and music. She has been a sought after speaker in                 
Canada and India and has lectured on topics like “Importance of mother in Indian tradition”, “Health as explained                  
in Bhagavad Gita”, “Concept of soul in Advaita Vedanta” etc. She has more than 10 paper presentations to her                   
credit and they span a variety of subjects including “Hinduism and the Ethics of Human Embryonic Stem Cell                  
Research”. She is proficient in music vocal and plays the Veena. 

7. Jnanakural – A Unique Text 
By Dr.K.S. Balasubramanian 

Abstract 

Yoga's popularity in today's world is well known. Innumerable men from different works of life – mendicants,                 
physicians, cardiologists, specialist in stress management and others derive benefited by practising Yoga. Even              
though Yogic practices are well known, many original texts on Yoga are still waiting to see the light of the day. In                      
Sanskrit, apart from Patanjali's Yogasutras, some texts like Hathayogapradipika have become popular, thanks to              
English translation of those books. 

Along with the development of Yogic literature in Sanskrit, there arose many texts in Tamil on Yoga which have                   
not been appreciated by scholars and practitioners of Yoga around the world. One such great work is Jnanakural by                   
Auvaiyar, the celebrated saint poetess of Tamil Nadu. This text is more than one thousand years old. This throws                   
new light on many Yogic practices and principles not found in Yogic texts written in Sanskrit. It is said that since                     
Tiruvalluvar has written only on dharma, artha and kama (Aram, Porul and Inbam), Auvaiyar wrote this in the same                   
style of each verse in a couplet form, explaining the means to attain liberation (moksha). This books deals with                   
meditation, different types of Yoga, Samadhi, Pranayama etc. 

Contrary to the popular belief that Yogic texts were written in Sanskrit originally, this paper would show that it was                    
Tamil Nadu and Tamil texts which gave many Yogic practices, including Kundalini Yoga in literary form, much                 
before these were written in Sanskrit. 
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This paper draws the attention of scholar to appreciate the contribution of ancient Tamils to Yoga. 

About the author 

A rank holder and gold medallist in M.A.Sanskrit, with Doctorates in Yoga and Hatha Yoga,               
Sri.K.S.Balasubramanian is the Deputy Director of KSRI from 2001. He has more than 35 years of experience                 
of teaching Sanskrit to UG and PG students and guiding PG Research scholars in India and abroad. He has                   
reviewed and edited more than 50 books, published articles in leading Indological journals and is writing about 10                  
books. He has been a special speaker in many conferences and seminars at global level on the topic of yoga. He has                      
also been the question paper setter and external examiner for M.Phil. Yoga Sastra Pracharaka, Sahitya Visarada and                 
Yoga Kala Kalapa are few of the titles that have been conferred on him. 

8. Reaffirming Agama Nigama Samanvaya: Tirumular’s Contribution to 
Dharma 

By Dr. Shrinivas Tilak 

Abstract 

Tirumular, one of the sixty-three Nayanmar saints and author of the foundational work of Saiva Siddhanta, the                 
Tirumantiram, deployed the hermeneutic strategy of samanvaya to accommodate the followers of other             
spiritualities within the fold of [Siva] Dharma while retaining and respecting differences from them. This paper                
argues that Tirumular’s strategizing of samanvaya can also be used to reaffirm harmony between Agama and                
Nigama (the two foundational sources of Hindu Dharma) that modern Western theologians and scholars of               
Hinduism insist does not exist because they consider Agama and Nigama to be two rival theological systems and as                   
such incapable of existing in harmony under the canopy of Hinduism (their appellation for Hindu Dharma). The                 
paper is presented in the traditional debating format also pursued by Tirumular:            
‘Purvapaksa-Uttarapaksa-Siddhanta’ (Arusamaya Pinakkam) where the purvapaksin stands for non-Hindu scholars          
of Hinduism (with particular focus on Professor Natalia Lidova) as well as Dravida nationalists who employ the                 
Orientalist perspective to divide and undermine Hindu Dharma. Refutation of their arguments (the Uttarapaksa) is               
based on the accommodative vision (samanvaya) and the relevant data to be found in the Tirumantiram. The                 
Siddhanta establishes Tirumular’s sterling contribution to Dharma to be skillful adjudication of the claims of the                
two jockeying parties--Agama and Nigama. He reaffirms their harmony by juxtaposing them in such a way as to                  
highlight their similarities; yet preserving their unique identities and differences. The paper concludes with              
discussion of the legacy Tirumular left to the followers of Dharma.  

About the author 

Dr. Shrinivas Tilak is an independent researcher based in Guelph, Canada. Born in 1939 in India, he immigrated                  
to Montreal, Canada in 1965 earning his B.A. in Asian Studies and M.A. in history and philosophy of religion from                    
Concordia University, Montreal and Ph.D. in History of religions from McGill University, Montreal where he also                
taught courses on Indian religions. His publications include Religion and aging in the Indian tradition (Albany,                
NY: State University of New York Press, 1989), Understanding karma in light of Paul Ricoeur’s philosophical                
anthropology and hermeneutics (Nagpur: International Centre for Cultural Studies, 2006), and Reawakening to a              
secular Hindu nation: M.S. Golwalkar’s vision of a dharmasapeksha Hindurashtra (Charleston, SC: BookSurge             
Publications, 2008). His interests include Ayurveda, Cultural gerontology, Social hermeneutics, and Indology. 

9. Integration of Tamil Isai with the Vedic and Sanskritic Tradition 
By K. Vrinda Acharya 

Abstract 
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Tamil Nadu is undeniably an integral part of India not just geographically or politically, but what it has contributed                   
to the totality of Sanātana Dharma is immense and phenomenal. The cultural, spiritual and social identity Tamil                 
Nadu is essentially Pan-Indian and it occupies a very important place in the overall cultural fabric of India.                  
Unfortunately, the Colonial, Dravidian, Separatist and Secular narratives have had serious adverse effects on the               
ethos of Tamil Nadu and on its naturally beautiful integration with the Pan-Hindu culture.  

The purpose of this paper is to prove beyond doubt that Tamil Isai, though one of the most ancient, rich and highly                      
evolved centuries ago, has always been an integral part of the Pan-Indian or Pan-Hindu culture and that its harmony                   
with Vedic and Sanskritic tradition is very evident in all its sprawling dimensions. Though it is unquestionably one                  
of the vital components (and not the only component as claimed) of South Indian Music (or Carnatic Music as it is                     
popularly known), its constant synergy with the musical traditions of other states/languages in shaping the same                
into a system of music as we know it today, can in no way be undermined or altogether refuted.  

This paper first tries to understand what Tamil Isai is and then goes on to examine the various facets of its                     
integration with the Vedic and Sanskritic tradition, viz., origin of music, theory of music, musical literature, melody                 
and rhythm, musical instruments and finally its collaboration with musical cultures of the other states. Sage                
Agastya, who is considered by the Tamils as the founding father of Tamil language and all elements of its culture,                    
including music and dance, was sent south by none other than Lord Siva. With respect to musical notes and scales,                    
though the ancient Tamils followed a regional nomenclature, the concepts are all the same. With respect to                 
‘Sangītaśāstra’ or theory of music, a lot of parity is evident. There are umpteen numbers of illustrations in the                   
entire gamut of Tamil musical literature which are enough to prove its essentially Indic nature. All this eventually                  
leads us to the conclusive congruence between the culture of Tamil Nadu and that of the rest of India. 

About the author 

Gold medallist in M.Com and faculty in management, finance and corporate laws, Vrinda Acharya discovered               
her calling was Carnatic music. After tutelage from very renowned Masters, she has dedicated herself to Carnatic                 
music and has released many CDs, conducts classes and workshops in India and abroad. She has presented papers                  
at several national and international music and Vedic conferences and has won various prizes, awards and titles.                 
She is also a Post- Graduate (M.A) in Sanskrit and is gearing up to pursue a Ph.D. Being a good writer, she has                       
been continuously contributing articles pertaining to Indian culture, music and philosophy to various reputed              
magazines and websites.  

10. Sangam Literature and Vaidika Marga 
By Vidyuta K 

Abstract 

The Sangam age is the period in the history of ancient Tamil Nadu (the present Tamilnadu, Kerala, parts of Andhra                    
Pradesh, parts of Karnataka and northern Sri Lanka) spanning from 4th C.B.C to 2nd C.A.D. According to Tamil                  
legends there were three Saìgam periods, viz., Thalai Sangam, Idai Sangam and Kadai Sangam. However the                
historians refer to only the Third Sangam or Kadai Sangam period as the “Sangam period”. Most of the available                   
Sangam Literature are from third Sangam period. This collection contains 2381poems in Tamil composed by 473                
poets, some 102 of whom remain anonymous. The famous Sangam Literature texts are Agattiyam, Tolkappiyam,               
Patinenmelkanakku consisting of Ettuthokai and Pattuppattu and the Patinenkeezhkanakku. Agattiyam (which is            
lost now) belongs to the First Sangam period and the Tolkappiyam is from the Middle Sangam period and the rest                    
are from the Last Sangam period. These texts reflect the ideas of the Vedas in them. The Sangam texts talk of the                      
Vedas and its limbs, the concept of Varnasrama dharma, the practice of agnihotra and others yagas, the concept of                   
re-birth, religious ideas, the concept of karma and also the concept of Moksa. This paper will attempt to establish                   
the fact that the Sangam literature contains many Vedic principles. 
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About the author 

Vidyuta did her PG in Sanskrit from Karnataka State Open University, M.Phil from University of Madras and is                  
currently pursuing Ph.D at KSRI, Chennai. She has made paper presentations at various national and international                
seminars, including the 16th World Sanskrit Conference at Bangkok on “Amnesty vis-à-vis Sanskrit literature and               
inscriptions.” She has written articles for journals and has assisted in the publications of the KSR Institute. 

11. The Vedic Hindu culture and the ancient Tamils: The unity of Hindu 
civilization 

By Akshay S. P. 

Abstract 

The Dravidian movement of southern India, especially in the state of Tamil Nadu, needs no detailed introduction. It                  
is based on the notion that the Brahmins and other upper castes are descendants of the Sanskrit speaking Vedic                   
Aryans who invaded from Central Asia and fought off the Dravidians who formerly inhabited the northern regions                 
of India into the southern regions. Even further, the Dravidianists claim that the Aryan Brahmins also gradually                 
moved into the southern parts of India from northern regions of the country and later enslaved the native Dravidians                   
of south and exploited them by making the native Dravidians follow the Brahmanical Sanskritic Hindu religion and                 
placing them as lower castes. The Dravidianist anti-Sanskrit anti-Brahmanism which has in turn manifested itself               
into anti-Hinduism is a cause for many attacks on the Hindu traditions and culture in south, directly or indirectly. It                    
is a part of the ‘breaking India’ forces. Many instances of anti-Hindu events have been reported ever since the                   
Dravidian movement gained prominence in south Indian states like Tamil Nadu. Besides this, the Aryan-Dravidian               
narrations have also crept into the politics of the southern states, causing the north-south divide. This paper tries to                   
refute many of the myths propagated by the Dravidianists, especially the claims like that the early Dravidians did                  
not adhere to the Vedic Hindu culture, by using textual, archaeological, numismatic and epigraphical evidences.               
Apart from this, the paper also tries to establish that there was a notion of unified Dharmic civilization among the                    
inhabitants of early historic Indian subcontinent without any north-south cultural distinction. Since the Dravidian              
movement more or less revolves around the Tamils, and since Tamil is the oldest properly recorded Dravidian                 
language with a vast literature and several early inscriptions (as all other early historic inscriptions from the modern                  
Dravidian speaking regions like in the Deccan are in Prakrit languages), this paper gives emphasis on the early                  
Tamil culture and traces it’s Vedic elements. 

About the author 

Akshay Shankar is a voracious reader interested in multiple fields that include ancient Indian history, culture,                
archaeology, literature, religious studies, philosophy etc. Currently he writes articles on online portals and blogs. 

12. The Chronological History of Ancient Tamilagam - (From 11226 BCE to 
5th Century CE) 

By Vedveer Arya 

Abstract 

The legend of three Sangam eras as recorded by Nakkirar II clearly indicates three major historical events. The first                   
Sangam era ended when the city of South Madurai, the first capital of the early Pandyan kingdom was submerged                   
by sea. The second Sangam era ended with the submergence of the city of Kavatapuram, the second capital of the                    
Pandyas in a massive tsunami. The Pandya king Ukkiraperu Valudi lost his supremacy to the Cholas and the Cheras                   
that marked the end of the third Sangam era. The rise of the Chola King Karikala has ended the supremacy of                     
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Pandyas. The Cheras also emerged as more powerful than Pandyas during the reign of king Senguttuvan, the son of                   
Karikala’s daughter. The Kalinga king Kharavela invaded and annexed Tamilnadu during his 11th and 13th regnal                
years. The Kalabhras ruled over Tamilnadu immediately after Kharavela. Thus, the invasion of Khāravela was a                
major turning point in the history of Tamilnadu that not only marked the end of three ancient Tamil kingdoms but                    
also affected the continuity of the Sangam literary activities. Evidently, the dates of Ukkiraperu Valudi, Karikala                
Chola, Senguttuvan and the invasion of Kharavela are extremely important to arrive the true chronology of ancient                 
Tamilnadu. Based on the Gajabāhu synchronism and the epochs of the Theravada Buddhism (1765 BCE) & the                 
Saka era (583 BCE), I have conclusively established the dates of Ukkiraperu Valudi (1340-1260 BCE), Karikala                
Chola (1295-1200 BCE), the reign of Senguttuvan (1210-1155 BCE) and the invasion of Kharavela (1018 BCE).                
Accordingly, we can also fix the dates of the arrival of Agastya (11226 BCE), the end of the first Sangam era (6826                      
BCE), the end of the second Sangam era (3126 BCE) and the end of the third Sangam era (1276 BCE). 

According to the Tamil epigraphic and literary sources, the chronological history of Tamilnadu begins with the                
arrival of Vedic sage Agastya and the establishment of the early Pandyan Kingdom. The legends of the                 
submergence of two ancient Pandyan capitals, South Madurai and Kavatapuram in two different eras indicate that                
the ancient Tamil history possibly originates from the early beginnings of Holocene. It is extremely important to                 
establish the sheet anchors of the chronology of Tamilnadu so that we can factually arrive the true chronology of                   
the Sangam era and post-Sangam era. 

About the author 

Sri. Vedveer Arya is presently working as Integrated Financial Advisor at Southern Naval Command, Kochi and                
Southern Air Command, Trivandrum. From being Assistant Controller of Defence Accounts to Director Finance,              
he has worked in various capacities in the Defence Services. He has delivered lectures and presented papers on                  
topics like ‘Ancient Indian contributions to mathematics, science, self-reliance in defence manufacturing, Epoch of              
the Saka era” etc. He is a gold medallist in MA Sanskrit from Hindu College, Delhi. He has published two research                     
books titled Indian contributions to Mathematics and Astronomy, The Chronology of Ancient India: Victim of               
Concoctions and Distortions. 

13. Naadi Astrology: A Metaphysical Reality or Monopoly 
By Hariharan 

Abstract 

Tamilnad has a proven history of not only being a active, faithful follower of Hinduism but it’s part of being a                     
leader in producing Hinduism based literature is indisputable. One of the highly significant work of the above                 
mentioned category is Naadi Astrology, which is a predictive palm leaf manuscript of died, living and yet to born                   
humans. Similar to other prophetic writings only to be included in their category of being a predictive work but                   
more advanced than any of them in terms of volubility, un-ambiguity and exactness. This incomparable work is                 
now losing popularity in India partly because of leftist linkage of Naadi reading with psychic techniques such as                  
cold reading and warm reading, partly because of Dravidian parties manipulated investigative journalism, partly              
due to false Naadi practioners with vested interest. The impression of Naadi-Astrology in Tamilnad is directly                
proportional to the impression of Hinduism. 

Lots of anecdotal evidences are available in support of Naadi Astrology, even from famous people (“success stories                 
of personalities”, n.d). There are articles and papers on naadi astrology available in many issues of Indian                 
astrological magazines, though mainly in the context of the subject of astrology but not on their history, or on why                    
they were written or even with studies on their authenticity( “studies on the paranormal”, n.d). From the above                  
statement it is apparent that there exist a gap between anecdotal evidences and scientific proof of authenticity. 

In this scenario instead of doing more research on this wonderful phenomena, rationalist have travelled in a                 
opposite direction by dismissing the authenticity of naadi astrology without scientific back up and spuriously               
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associated the successful naadi reading with cold reading and generalizing that all successful naadi readings are just                 
like magic. This consequently had a negative influence on the ‘research facilitating curiosity’ in naadi Astrology.                
To state the issues specifically as follows: 

1) Statistics plays a prominent role in naadi research but there is no enough clarity 

2) The attempt of rationalist to dismiss even the face value on research scope in naadi astrology has to be countered 

3) Localization of all naadi Jyotish related research papers on simple discussion and academic explanation has to be                  
stopped. 

4) A standard approved research approach where replicative studies can be done must be developed  

Hence this research attempts to deal with these issues of Naadi Jyotish in various forms and throw light on its real                     
nature in a most possible scholarly mode. 

About the author  

Sri. Hariharan is an Educational Psychologist, providing services like psychometric assessments, guiding in             
institutional policies, faculty development program, behavioural training etc to educational institutions. It is his              
topic of interest and he has conducted few studies and presented research papers in universities and at national and                   
international conferences. ‘Emotional intelligence and spiritual practice’, ‘How to imbibe value education to             
children effectively’, ‘Subjective world of religious celibates: An interpretative phenomenological approach’,           
formulation of a psychological model on ’Theory of fear logic’ are few of them. His paper ‘The combined strategic                   
effectiveness of anti-smoking adverts’ won the best paper award at one of the national conferences.  

14. Dr.Padma Subrahmanyam’s Contributions to Indian values and National 
Integration in the Context of the Dravidian Movement with special 
reference to the Natyasastra 

By Arjun Bharadwaj & Shatavadhani Dr.R. Ganesh 

Abstract 

The current paper is an attempt to explore the contributions of Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam, an artist and scholar, in                   
the context of the Dravidian movement. Arts are reflections of man’s emotions, values, ethics and aspirations and                 
serve as impersonal media to communicate the same creatively. India is a land rich in different forms of performing                   
arts that have evolved over the centuries. Tamil Nadu, an indispensable part of the Indian sub-continent, has been                  
the seat of many performing arts that are inseparable parts of the sanātana-dharma. We have an unbroken history of                   
these arts, from as far back as the Sangham literature, including the later creative works of literature such as the                    
Śilappadikāram and works of śāstra like Tolkkāppiyam and Daṇḍyalaṅkāram. The numerous inscriptions and             
glorious temple traditions stand as irrefutable evidence to this. Above all, the glorious living tradition of performing                 
arts like dance, music and theatre that includes both the mārga and the deśi (roughly translated as ‘classical’ and its                    
‘regional application’ respectively) is an unquestionable testimony to the said heritage. 

In spite of this wonderful and flawless fabric of sanātana-dharmic art-forms that have been practiced, performed,                
perpetuated and enjoyed by the lay and the learned alike, groups opposed to sanātana-dharma, in the form of                  
disparate political parties, academic bodies, various ‘minority’ groups, self-proclaimed intellectuals and           
art-promoters, have been trying for over a century to subjugate sanatana-dharma by ridiculing our indigenous arts                
that are so remarkably well rooted in our eternal tradition. This separatist attitude, which took roots in Tamil Nadu,                   
in many cases with evangelical and missionary motives, was later adopted by fanatics in other states of India. It did                    
not need much effort for the separatists to see that inducing these fictious socio-political differences in art that is                   
held dear by the masses, would help boost their motive. 
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Through her multifaceted talent and deep erudition as a dancer, imaginative choreograp her, sensitive musician,               
profound scholar with a thorough grounding in multidisciplinary studies - and above all, as a practitioner of                 
sanātana-dharma and as a great patriot, Padma Subrahmanyam has been serving the cause of our indigenous arts                 
and culture for over six decades. Padma Subrahmanyam successfully reconstructed the mārga-karaṇas described by              
Bharata in his Nātyaśāstra with her aesthetically satisfying and theoretically sound work in the later part of the 20th                   
century. Her study helped not only pan-Indian art forms but also pan-Asian art forms find their origin and                  
fulfillment. She did not limit her study to mere reconstruction of techniques, but has also applied the techniques                  
artistically in her solo and group productions for decades, and has trained students world-wide in their usage. Her                  
scholarship is arguably the only one of its kind in India. Apart from silencing her critics, Padma Subrahmanyam has                   
greatly enhanced the aesthetic possibilities of our art-forms. 

The current paper describes the problem caused by the Dravidian movement and shows how Padma               
Subrahmanyam through her research papers, books, lectures, dance performances, television serials, and            
institutional work, and above all, her focus on Rasa, the life-breath of Indian art, has constantly worked towards                  
establishing national integrity and harmony. 

About the authors 

Arjun Bharadwaj is a Bangalore based writer, translator, and poet. He holds a master’s degree in Sanskrit from                  
Karnataka Samskrit University and in Robotics, Systems, and Control (ETH Zurich). He is well-versed in Kannada,                
English, German, and classical Greek. His current research focus is on the comparative aesthetics of classical Greek                 
and Indian traditions. His academic interests include classical literature, art, and philosophy. Many of his articles,                
including academic papers and translations, have been published in journals of international repute. Arjun enjoys               
composing poems in Sanskrit, plays the flute, and collaborates frequently with dancers and theatre groups to create                 
performances based on classical themes. Presently, he is an Assistant Professor for Indian Cultural Studies at the                 
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Bangalore. He has co-translated the book Stories behind verses and is also the                
Contributing Editor of Prekshaa - online journal. 

Shatavadhani R. Ganesh is a practitioner of the art of avadhana and has performed more than 1000, using eight                   
languages including Kannada, Samskrutham, Telugu and Prakrit. He has made extempore composition of poetry              
(āśukavita) during these performances. He has introduced chitrakavya into avadhana, which was considered until              
then, an impossible task to do in an avadhana. He performed a shatavadhana in a single day and has set a record of                       
24-hour continuous poetry composition, which is the first of its kind. A distinguished author in Samskrutham and                 
Kannada, it is no wonder, that he read Sanskrit and Kannada literature even when he was a child and was writing                     
poetry at the age of sixteen.  

He learned English at school, and he later also learned Prakrit, Pali, Tamil, Hindi, Marathi, Greek, Latin and Italian.                   
He has a B.E in mechanical engineering, an M.Sc in Metallurgy from IISC and pursued research in materials                  
science and metallurgy. He also has a MA in Sanskrit, and a D.Litt in Kannada for his thesis on the art of Avadhana                       
in Kannada. He learned Yakshagana and conceived the idea of Eka Vyakthi Yakshagana (single-person              
Yakshagana) and the style has been performed vividly by proponents of the art. In the Samskrutham production of                  
Hamlet, he has played the role of Horatio (dubbed Harshananda). He gives public lectures on natya sastra, music,                  
art, culture, literature and poetics. 

15. ச�க  இல�கிய�தி�  தாலி  – சரி�திர  ேநா�கி�  ஒ�  ஆ�� 
By K Chitra Rao 

Abstract 

ச�க இல�கிய�தி� தாலி இ��ததா , இ�ைலயா எ�ற ச��ைச , 19-20 ��றா��களி� எ��ப�ப�ட� .          
ஆரிய -திராவிட இனசி�தா�த ரீதியி� , அ�தைகய வழ�க� இ�ைல எ�� ெபா�வாக தமி� ேதசியவாதிக� ம���           
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வ�தன� . இ��பி�� . “ஈைகயரிய இைழ ” ேபா�ற அணிகல�க� இ��தன , அைவ “ைக�ைம ” ேநா�பி          
கைடபி����  ேபா� , கைளய�ப�டன  எ�ற  �றி��கைள  தமி�  ப��த�க�  எ����  கா����ளன� .  

1. தாலி  – எ�ற  ெசா�லி�  ேவ��ெசா�ைல  இன�காண  ��யவி�ைல . 
2. நம�� கிைட��� ெதா�லில�கிய� சா��களிலி��� (ச�க இல�கிய� , சில�பதிகார� ) அ�கால�தி�        

தாலி  க���  பழ�க�  இ��ததி�ைல  எ�ேற  ேதா��கிற� . 
3. தமிழ� தி�மண�தி� தாலி உ�டா இ�ைலயா எ�� தமிழறிஞ�க��� ம�தியி� 1954-� ஒ� ெபரிய           

விவாதேம நட�த� . இைத� ெதாட�கி ைவ�தவ� க�ணதாச� . தாலி தமிழ�களி� ெதா�         
அைடயாள�தா�  என  வாதி�ட  ஒேர  ஒ�வ�  ம .ெபா .சி  ம��ேம ! 

4. ‘10 ஆ� ��றா�� CE வைர தமி�நா��� தாலி� ேப�ேச கிைடயா� ’ – வரலா�� ஆ�வறிஞ�            
அ�பா��ைரயா� . 

5. ‘பழ�தமிழ�களிட�தி�  தாலி  வழ��  இ�லேவ  இ�ைல ’ – ெப���லவ�  ஆ�வறிஞ�  மா . இராசமாணி�கனா� . 
6. 7-� ��றா��� CE தி�மண சட��கைள ஒ�ெவா�றாக� பா�கி�ற ஆ�டாளி� பாட�களி� தாலி          

ேப�ேச  கிைடயா� . 
7. தமி�நா��� ப�ேவ� இட�களி� ேதா�� எ��க�ப�ட �ைதெபா��களி� இ�வைர தாலி எ���         

கிைட�கவி�ைல . 
8. 10� ��றா���� CE பிறேக தமிழக�தி� ெப�ணி� க����தாலி �னித� ெபா�ளாக� க�த�ப��          

வ���ளதாக  ெகா�ளலா� . 
9. இ�திய சி�தைனயாள�களி� த�ைத ெபரியா�தா� �த��தலி� தாலிைய நிராகரி��� ேபச�� , எ�த��         

�வ�கினா� . அவர�  தைலைமயி�  தாலி  இ�லா�  தி�மண�க�  நைடெபற�  ெதாட�கின . 
10. பி�ன� , 1968-� அ�ணா கால�தி� நிைறேவ�ற�ப�ட �யமரியாைத� தி�மண� ச�ட� தாலி இ�லா          

தி�மண�ைத�  ச�ட��வமாக  அ�கீகரி�த� . 
11. 11-ஆ� ��றா��� க�சிய�பரா� இய�ற�ப�ட க�த�ராண�தி� தா� தி�மண�தி�ேபா� தாலி        

க�ட�ப�டதாக�  �ற�ப���ள� . 
 

ஆனா� , “இைழ ” எ�ற வா��ைத “தாலி ” எ�ற ெபா�ளி� உபேயாக�ப��த� ப�ட� எ�பைத , வாலிைழ , அணியிைழ ,            
ஆயிைழ , ஒ�ளிைழ , மணியிைழ , இள�கிைழ , ேசயிைழ , பாசிைழ , விரலிைழ , ெதரியிைழ , ேநரிைழ , தி��திைழ ,          
ஒஉைனயிைழ , மி�னிைழ , வீ�கிைழ , �ைலயிைழ , அவிரிைழ , வய�கிைழ , �டரிைழ , �ண�கிைழ ேபா�ற         
ெசா�லாட�களி� உ�ளன எ�பைத எ���� கா�ட� ப�கிற� . அக�வா��ளி� அ�தைகய அணிகல�க�         
க��பி��க� ப���ளன , ஆனா� , அ�வாேற அைடயாள� காண�படவி�ைல . இ�த ஆ���க��ைரயி� ,        
இல�கிய� ம��� அக�வா�� ஆதார�க�ட� , இ�பிட�சிைன அலச�ப�� , “தாலி ” இ��த� ம��� தி�மண�தி�          
க�ட�ப�ட  பழ�க�  இ��த�  எ��  எ����  கா�ட�  ப�கிற� . 

About the author 

K. Chitra Rao is a History graduate and has participated in many conferences including IHC, SIHC, TNHC,                 
AIOC, BISY etc. She has contributed more than 500 letters and articles to leading newspapers like The Hindu and                   
The Indian Express etc. For the last 30 years she has been an active member and has organized and participated in a                      
multitude of events and conferences organized by Bhrathiya Ithihasa Sankalana Samithi. Keenly interested in              
bhakthi songs, she runs a bhajana mandali. 

16. சில�பதிகார�  – இ�திய�கா�பிய�களி�  அ��தள� 
By Dr. Annapurna S 

சாரா�ச� 

ஐ�ெப��கா�பிய�களி� ஒ�றாக�� தமிழ�ைனயி� காலணியாக�� விள��� சில�பதிகார�      
இ�திய�கா�பிய�களி� அ��தள� எ�றா� மிைகயாகா�. இ��� ச�ககால�ைத� சா��த�       
எ�பதிலி��ேத இத� ெதா�ைம விள���. (1)�கா�, (2)ம�ைர, (3)வ�சி என        
��ெப��கா�ட�களாக� பிரி�க�ப��, ஒ�ெவா� கா�ட�தி��� �ைறேய 10, 13, 7 எ�ற         
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எ�ணி�ைகயிலான காைதகளாக�� இ��� பிரி�க�ப���ள�. தமிழின�தி� நாகரீக�ைத��      
ப�பா�ைட�� ெத�ள�ெதளிவாக விள��� இ��லி� மா�ப�ட பல ெத�வ வழிபா�கைள��        
விழா�கைள�� பா��ற சி�தரி���ளா� இள�ேகா அ�க�. பாரத நா��� ப�பா�ைட�� ெபௗ�த,         
சமண, இ�� மத�ேகா�பா�களி� ஒ��ைமைய�� சில�பி� வழி�காண�ய�ேவா�.  

About the author  

An English graduate, with Post Graduation in Tamil and Hindi and a Doctorate in Sanskrit, Dr.S.Annapurna is                 
also a Sahitya Siromani from University of Madras, Ayurveda Ratna and Sahitya Ratna from Allahabad University,                
Allahabad. She has written articles for Journal of Oriental Research; Encyclopedia of Hinduism and Srividya               
magazine. She has done translation of works from Hindi to Telugu and also Sanskrit textbook for Matriculation                 
board as well as guidance books. She has given talks in All India Radio. She has also participated in a host of                      
seminars and conferences at the national and international level.  

17. The Shift from Shaivagama Tantra - Tradition to Bharatanatyam in 

Modern Times  
By Dr. Padmaja Suresh 

Abstract 

Indian classical dance has deep overtones of religion and spirituality, strong symbolism, vision and intrinsic value.                
These dances originated with divine intervention and evolved from ages due to the introspection of sages.                
Tamilnadu, with its sculptures and images in temples has contributed a high degree of specialization with regard to                  
postures, movements, attire, gestures and language of dances. Natya Yoga, with the Tandava [forceful] and the                
Sukumara [graceful] dances, has the innate seed to blossom into a fruitful tree. It may take years to develop good                    
technique and method of acting with practice while it actually brings expression, especially inthe face only if the                  
artiste feels involved from within and can identify with the character. Traditional art cannot rest on any artificiality                  
but has to be originally felt to be rendered in a spontaneous manner. The Tantra, Tirumandiram of Sri Tirumoolar is                    
an authoritative ShaivaSiddhanta text and contains certain chapters which describe the Dance of Shiva in extremely                
powerful, devotional and beautiful verses.The religious and spiritual path of Tirumoolar came tobe known as               
Shaiva Siddhanta. Nurtured by the devoted Nayanmars, it has played an importantrole in the development of Tamil                 
culture and the dance form of Bharatanātyam that evolved fromthe temples of Tamilnadu. The roots of this dance                  
are in the Shaivāgama Tantras. SiddhāntaShaivism worships Shiva as both the supreme Brahman and as the                
benevolent Eshwara or God. 

The ultimate Advaitic philosophical belief is that the entire creation is synonymous with thecreator. This concept                
contrasts with the religious traditions in which God is seen as fundamentally different and above. 

Sringara portrayed by the artiste then meant the entire gamut of drama like joy, celebration of life etc and not just                     
love between the hero and heroine. The deepest Shaivagamic and Tantric elements had to be concealed in the                  
background as Tantra itself became maligned in many parts of the world. The dance was to get magnified within                   
the austere Vedic and Upanishadic exaltated domain. Not that there is any difference in results achieved by a seeker                   
ineither philosophy and pathway, but the dancing format underwent a cosmetic appeal with certain western               
sophistication as against a raw contour of a Devadasi, whose simple intention had become sadly skewed. 

About the author 

Bharatanatyam dancer, teacher, researcher and social worker, Dr. Padmaja holds degrees in Commerce, Law,              
Diploma in choreography, a Masters in Philosophy and a doctorate from Mysore University. She has performed at                
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major dance festivals throughout the country including at the Rashtrapati Bhavan and various Raj Bhavans. The               
ICCR had delegated Padmaja on concert tours as cultural ambassador.  

Her institution Aatmalaya has a charitable wing Kalachaitanya for propagating arts for lesser privileged and rural                
children. She has contributed modules for UGC Pathshala dance higher education project. Deeply spiritual and             
intellectual, her books Tantra the Science and Natya the Art- two faceted Reality and The Liberating dance Natya                 
Tantra, have been well appreciated. Karamveer Chakra, Rex Global Fellow, Bharatakala Sreshtha, Nartana Nipuna,             
Singara Mani, Kiran Achiever for National Women’s Excellence are few of the awards won by Dr.Padmaja. 

18. From Cilappatikāram to Manimekalai: Of Appropriations and 
Misinterpretations in the Understanding Of A Pan-Indian Culture 

By Ishani Dutta 

Abstract 

The myth about the invasion of the Aryans is still prevalent in academia, both in India and in the West through the                      
means of the popular Aryan Invasion Theory (henceforth, AIT). The teaching and preaching of this concocted                
narrative begins with the history textbooks prescribed by various schools across the country as well as in the West.                   
Nevertheless, this mythical account has come to acquire a dominant status among the masses for the simple reason                  
that children are fed with the tale of the Aryans invading the subcontinent (which culminated in the                 
Aryan-Dravidian divide) since the very beginning of their academic career, that makes it extremely difficult for                
them to question and negate this narrative. Pertaining to this, the truth about the AIT, which was introduced by the                    
British colonizers as an Ideological State Apparatus (ISA) and which acted as a major boost to their “divide and                   
rule” policy remained buried until various experts in genetics, historians and archaeologists came up with               
substantial evidence that had the capacity to contest the prevalent claims.  

However, the predominance of the AIT has had much more than just a negative impact on the greater public’s                   
understanding of the history of the Indian subcontinent. This led to a series of distortions in comprehending the fact                   
that the north and the south of the Indian subcontinent were never divided into the Aryans and the Dravidians till                    
the coming of European philology and the advent of British propaganda. These not only rejected the common basis                  
of what are now known as the Aryan and the Dravidian civilizations but also refuted the fact that we are all Hindus                      
of Vedic origin. Naturally, such appropriation never took into account the pan-Indianness inherent in Classical               
Tamil literature but instead culminated in further agitprop that took the shape of the Dravidar Kazhagam started by                  
Periyar E.V. Ramasamy.  

Keeping the above in mind, this paper will attempt to supplement the already existent scholarship refuting the AIT                  
through the means of a close analysis of selected episodes from the two most available epics of the post-Cankam                   
period, Cilappatikaram and Manimekalai to give an idea of their all-encompassing, pan- Indic/Hindu character.  

About the author 

Ishani Dutta is a student currently pursuing her M.Phil in Comparative Literature from Jadavpur University,               
Kolkata. Her areas of interest are Translation Theory, Translation in Practice, Modern Hindi Literature, Twentieth               
Century Literary Criticism, Literatures in Translation, Literatures of Canada, Nepali Language and Literature.             
Apart from her scholarly pursuits, she also works with the Centre for Translation of Indian Literatures (CENTIL),                 
Department of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Kolkata as a Language Resource Person and             
Translator (Nepali and Hindi) whenever needed. 
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19. Thirukkural and its affliation to Sanathana Dharma 
By A.V. Gopalakrishnan  

Abstract 

Tamil has an unbroken literary history of over two millennia, has produced many a literary gems and the foremost                   
among them is Thirukkural (Sacred Couplets), attributed to Thiruvalluvar. Valluvar was considered a Brahmin              
when the picture was requsted for Stamp release by Central Govt in 1963. Christian Church made huge funding to                   
claim Thirukural as Christian work – this was examined and also more reputed Christian Scholars have rejected the                  
100% Church funded Doctorates. A speculation that Thirukural is a Jain work mainly started in 19th century, but                  
still is repeated by many scholars mostly aligned with Communist or Dravidian ideologies. This is repeated in                 
several literary meets and universities. 

We have analysed Thirukural totally and not one or two verses in Support. Kural teachings about Ascetics are                  
totally against Jain Yati Dharma for Monks. Valluvar mostly uses only titles of Attrubutes to God and not name in                    
First Chapter, and most of the Tamil Thesaurus (Nigandu) most of them belong to end 10th century or later refers                    
them to Jain Thirthankaras, have been extensively to make the above claim.However few of the titles have been                  
used for Vedic Gods in Sangam Literature, and 7th century Saiva monk Gnana sambanthar for Lord Shiva. 

We also analyse Valluvar’s teaching for a Just Reign and Unjust Reign for the Glory of Vedas. While Kural is                    
life-affirming, Jainism is life-denying. Valluvar talks of God Almighty the creator God and not Gurus or                
Thirthankaras of Jainism, which do not accept Creator God. Valluvar used names of 25 Hindu Gods in various                  
Kurals. 

Thiruvalluvar work is not a religious Treatise, but a book to teach virtues and from analyzing Various Verses                  
through out 1330 Verses any person who looks for Truth would accept Kural is close to Sanathana Dharma and                   
Dharma Shastras. 

About the author 

Sri. A.V. Gopalakrishnan holds a Diploma in Mechanical Engineering and is currently practicing as a Bank                
Valuer. He is a researcher on Bible as well as Tamil literature and has presented a paper at Tamilnadu History                    
Congress. He blogs on the Historicity of Bible and the Vedic nature of Sangam Tamil literature                
@https://tamilsamayam.wordpress.com/, @http://pagadhu.blogspot.in/, @https://thamilkalanjiyam.blogspot.in/. 

20. Unique Aspects Of Tamil Grammar In Comparison With Sanskrit 
Grammar – A Bird’s Eye View 

By Dr. V. Yamuna Devi 

 

Abstract 

Effective communication is the prime aim of any language. Tamil and Sanskrit being the ancient languages have                 
their special aspects which attracts attention of a philologist. A comparative study of these languages throws much                 
light on the influences of both languages on each other. For example words like mena, mukha etc, are found in both                     
the languages by their mutual borrowing and enrichment. Verbs of Tamil not only indicate the tense and person but                   
also the gender as in padithaan – he read, padithaal – she read. With regard to nouns too Tamil case suffixes are                      
distinct and clear here in some of the Sanskrit nouns are ambiguous as in harau- which is nominative dual of hara as                      
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well as locative singular of hari which is understood only in relation to syntax. Sanskrit language also has some                   
special aspects of dual number, extensive compounds and taddhita derivations. A study of such differences and                
parallels in both these languages reveal their contribution to philology and their unique beauty. 

About the author 

Dr.V. Yamuna Devi received her Master of Philosophy and Doctorate in Sanskrit from Kuppuswami Sastri               
Research Institute, Chennai. With five years of teaching experience at Stella Maris College for women, she is                 
currently working as an Assistant professor at KSRI. She has assisted in publications of KSRI, published research                 
articles in reputed journals, and presented research papers at National and International conferences, the latest being                
16th World Sanskrit Conference held in Bangkok, on the topic “Some Astrological charts in Sanskrit literature”. 

21. DeColonizing the Indian Mind UnBreaking India - A State Model 
Approach DeColonizing the Tamil Mind - A Case Study 

By Sudarshan Therani 

Abstract 

That the “colonised” has become the essential nature of almost everything “Indian” is something that is                
fundamental to the modern indian (bharatiya) experience.No “facet” of Indian living has been unaffected by               
it.“Colonization” has been a process at-least 700 years (including centuries of “islamic” rule in various parts of the                  
bharatiya rashtra) in the making in India. Denying this reality, puts to risk the efficacy and usefulness of any deep                    
foundational decolonization efforts.In order to honestly identify the “deep” roots of colonization - we have to                
understand deeper civilizational structures and motivations - more than those of just “greed” and “the need for                 
plunder”. If one were to undertake a deep civilizational analysis of the “colonising” processes - it becomes apparent                  
that the predatory nature of “abrahamic” proselytization is the “root” motivation of the “coloniser”. That               
“colonization” is wrought mostly by the peoples of abrahamic persuasion is something that has to be recognised as                  
such. Post-Colonial theories (the last 70 years of western theorising on Decolonization) deliberately and              
misleadingly - have lead us astray. It is posited that identifying the actual roots and motivations that enabled the                   
coloniser is fundamental to the decolonising process. Siddhanta-s (theories) of decolonising have to be based on                
rigorous purva paksha (analysis of incumbent positions) of the motivations and “deep” culture (theories) that               
govern the coloniser. What can these theories be? How can we engage with what is the “core” nature of the                    
“bharatiya” sensibility? What is the essential sanatanic basis of de-colonization? Should we take recourse to               
western theories of decolonization? What “drivers” of modern living can be leveraged to aid and amplify such a                  
process of decolonization? Answers to these critical questions are addressed by using the objective constructs of                
(science) Model Theory.A strawman version of this “new” reference model which illustrates colonization             
process-centrically - is presented as an aid to the process of purva paksha ? We take recourse to State Model theory                     
to analyse the colonization process and provide a reference framework to “explore” solution creation. An illustrated                
example (how to map colonization in the state of Tamil Nadu? - alternatively the Colonization of the Tamil mind?)                   
is provided to help readers engage with this new kind of thinking. It is hoped that this novel approach to simplify                     
and provide a big-picture understanding of the complexity of the “processes” involved will lead to better                
formulations of efforts leading to DeColonization both in Tamil Nadu and Bharat-wide. 

About the author 

Therani Nadathur Sudarshan is a computer scientist, programmer and hands-on technologist / engineer,             
startup founder, entrepreneur and technology consultant. He is deeply interested in discovering the immense              
“practicality” of the Indian Knowledge Systems. His primary research interests lie in Symbol Systems for               
representation and intelligence - spanning man-made material systems (AI), naturally occurring systems            
(biological) and the Indic symbol systems. Sampradaya studies (visistadvaita) and practices are part of his               
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upbringing and immensely influence every activity. He is also an active participant in the vibrant temple culture /                  
events at many Vishnu temples in Tamil Nadu. 

22. Hinduphobia in Tamil Television - A Critical Discourse Analysis 
By K. Pradeep 

Abstract 

This study is an attempt to map the obscure visual text and the visual discourse of spiritual leader Paramahamsa                   
Nithyanantha and Ms. Renjitha’s News which telecasted by Sun Tamil television channel. The unusual visual               
language discourses traverse multiple levels of ethical considerations, during the prime time telecast. The narrative               
discourses to reveal the ideological stance of the television Channel and the wrath approach of news making of                  
religious matter. The ideological and power structured, visual discourses spread the pessimistic and pervade image               
on the overall Hindu culture. This study employs with qualitative Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of telecasted                
visual content which available in internet and YouTube. The CDA is a very peculiar theory and method to uncover                   
the invisible and biased communicative religious disclosure. 

About the author  

Sri.K. Pradeep is Assistant Professor and Head of Department of M.Sc Electronic Media, Narayanaguru College               
of Engg, Kanyakumari. He has as many as 11 Paper presentations to his credit most of them involving the portrayal                    
of women characters, especially in Adoor Gopalakrishnan’s movies. He has 13 publications so far on topics                
involving visual literacy, visualization strategy, gender mediated social practice, pseudo identity of women image              
in specific movies, space and narrative locations of Indian and world films etc. He has participated in many                  
conferences and workshops and has also organized seminars at University of Madras on topics like ‘Dalit                
empowerment and higher education’, ‘Television channels and contemporary culture’ etc. 

23. Dravidianism with Language equaling Race -The third wheel in Tamil 
Sanskrit interactions 

By Ravindra Joshi & Yamuna Harshavardhana 

Abstract 

This paper will attempt to collect the strands of Western Oriental scholarship specific to the linguistic and                 
race-based colonial era hypotheses, which led to the establishment of the heavily racialized political atmosphere in                
Tamil Nadu of the past hundred or so years. It will also investigate why this polarized thinking worked especially                   
well in Tamil Nadu, as opposed to the neighboring states of Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra/Telangana. It will rely                  
on the baseline laid down in books like “Breaking India - Western Interventions in Dravidian and Dalit faultlines”                  
and attempt to further flesh out the academic background that answers some of these questions. 

The theories on which this scholarship has been built will be problematized. Also questioned will be the lack of                   
responsibility of the scholars - for example Romila Thapar and others of the Marxist school of Indian History - who                    
should know how politicized theories take a life of their own, often solidifying into rigid dogmas long after the                   
underlying premises themselves of these theories have been shown to be false. 

About the authors 

Yamuna Harshavardhana graduated as a Chemical Engineer but worked as one only for a short period. The                 
interest she had regarding our tradition even while she was a teenager, grew upon her as she grew up. She moved                     
into teaching Indian culture to school students through stories, drama and songs. From there she took off as a                   
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Special Educator for children with learning difficulties and is continuing as one. She writes blogs on our Itihasas as                   
well as on education. Born in Chennai, she now lives in Singapore. 

Ravindra Joshi is an Engineering research and simulation professional with over 20 years of experience in global                 
MNCs. He has an M.S. in Mechanical Engineering and an M.S. in Engineering Management from Drexel                
University, Philadelphia. He is Board Member of WAVES (World Association of Vedic Studies) and is also the                 
co-founder of the online journal, Medha Journal http://medhajournal.com. Long time resident in the US, Ravi is                
also actively involved in the local Hindu temple and is a teacher, mentor and founder of the decade old Sanatana                    
Dharma school. He has also presented talks and papers at many conferences, including WAVES, HMEC, and the                 
first and second Swadeshi Indology conferences held in 2016 at IIT Chennai and IGNCA respectively. 

24. A Critical Study of Karanams of the Ancient Tamils and the Samskaras 
By Sri K. V. Ramakrishna Rao 

Abstract 

Man of any society, in any civilization at time and place is totally affected, roused and even exited by the events                     
taking place from birth to death. As such happenings are connected with social, economic and political processes,                 
with the advancement of civilization, some of them are recognized as institutions. The connected rites, rituals and                 
ceremonies are developed and codified to suit the changes and requirements of society. A critical study of such                  
rites, rituals and ceremonies reveal many interesting details in historical perspective. 

An attempt is made in paper to examine various rites, rituals and ceremonies of the ancient Tamils as depicted in                    
Ettuttogai and Pattuppattu. Different names and expressions used like Tanniradal, Madalerudal, Varaipaydal,            
Silambu kazhi, Kadi, Varai, Manral, Nan manam, Vadhuvai, Neyyani mayakkam, Udanurai vazhkkai, Vizhavu,             
Kaimmai, Nadukal etc., are analyzed as to whether they represented various functions conducted and ceremonies               
performed. For convenience, the word “Karanam” is used here with an embracing sense to cover all aspects of such                   
practices. 

About the author 

Researcher and author, Sri.K.V. Ramakrishna Rao, graduated in Physics in 1979 from Madras University and               
later also acquired degrees in Psychology, Electronics & Telecommunications and Law. He started his research               
activities in 1987 and presented more than 500 papers at national and international conferences and seminars and                 
published more than 250. His areas of special interest are Sangam Tamil Literature, Ancient Indian Arts and                 
Sciences, and also history, astronomy, comparative religion and law. He has been a life member of Indian History                  
Congress, South Indian History Congress, Tamilnadu History Congress, Andhra Pradesh History Congress, All             
India Oriental Conference, Mythic Society etc. He has been an Associate Member of Institution of Engineers                
(India), Calcutta and General Secretary of Bharatiya Itihasa Sankalana Samiti, Tamil Nadu. He is currently working               
as Assistant Commissioner of Customs, Central Excise and Service Tax department. 

25. Srivaisnavism: Framework for Ecology-The Physical Universe as the 
Body of Vishnu 

By S Goda Devi 

Abstract 

The Purusha Sukta of the Rigveda, the second skanda of the Srimadbhagavatham, the eleventh              
chapter-Vishwarupadarshanam of the Srimadbhagavadgita and a host of our religious Texts speak of the              
Viratpurusha-The purusha who happens to be the embodied Spirit. Purushottama-The Supreme Being, is the pulse               
of the universe, breathing life into every being in the cosmos. All these Texts offer a deep insight into the                    
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inter-relation between the Universal Soul and the infinite souls that co-exist, constituting His body. This               
Sariri-Sarirabhava which is held intact due to the Apethaksiddhi relation in the Sri Vaisnava philosophy is also seen                  
reflected in the Tamil Vedas or the Nalayira Divya prabandhams of the poet-seers or Alwars of Tamilnadu. The                  
spirit of peaceful social life strewn together with spiritual thread of Vaisnasm –undiluted devotion to Visnu has                 
paved the way for the emergence of similar religious literature through the length and breadth of our country.                  
Compositions of Sri Ramanuja, Vallabhacarya, Caitanya, Meerabai, Purandaradasa, Kanakadasa to name a few.             
These works are indeed a veritable encyclopaedia dwelling on topics of a wide range like cosmology, cosmogony,                 
geography, ecology, botany etc. revealing a microcosm of infinite details of countless variety of other worlds like                 
the netherworld and the world beyond, demi-gods or the Gandharvas/Kinnaras, rare species of reptiles and other                
forms of creatures. This paper proposes to study some of these aspects which invariably run through the diverse                  
social, cultural and spiritual canvas of our nation. 
 

About the author 

With Masters in Sanskrit from Bangalore University, S Goda Devi is currently pursuing her Doctorate in Sanskrit                 
from KSRI. She has submitted a paper titled “The concept of “Vyuha”- manifestation/ emanation in Vishistadvaita                
darshana” at the All India Oriental Seminar. 

26. Cosmic consciousness: Dance of Nataraja & Influence of Agastya on 
Shaiva tradition- An astronomical case 

By Rupa Bhaty 
 
Abstract 
 
This paper will deal with, why Cosmic Dancing Shiva is called Lord of Destruction? What was Shiva destructing?                  
Nataraja- A verse by Manikavachakar goes, ‘He who creates, protects, and destroys the verdant world...’what is                
Shiva creating? Who is Apasmara and when did he come in the iconography of Nataraja, which is depicted as                   
conscious ignorance? How Orion is depicted in ever growing philological conscious-concept from different times?              
Does dwarf 
Apasmara depict the cyclic loss of some sort of astronomical memory over which Shiva dances?-These are few                 
afresh questions, which appear relevant arriving from the Nataraja iconography and it would be an attempt to                 
reconcile on each part of Nataraja which will be presented in this paper. 
 
There seems to be most intriguing astro-archaeological connections, perhaps which was thought from Pallava              
period but could be more ancient and connect it to archaeological find of IVC Rudra with Prabha-mandala which is                   
a special iconography in Tamilakam-Nataraja, that may link the iconography of Nataraja to the constellation               
Orion~Mrgashirsha+sashi. This may also associate games played during Margazhi month and the present day              
chariot processional festival of ṃargazhi ṭiruvadirai around winter solstice at the Nataraja temple in Chidambaram               
coincidently it is related to Ardra, which can be identified with a star in the western Orion constellation system, i.e,                    
alpha Orionis-Betelgeuse. Siva as Nataraja performs the anandatandava or Dance of Bliss and is also described as                 
saccidananda or the one whose mind or consciousness is in a state of blissful equilibrium. What equilibrium did                  
Shiva maintain? Agastya via study of various postures of Nataraja from various time and places and also how                  
navigation attached to Agastya-Canopus is related to coastal Nataraja. 
 

About the author 

Rupa Bhaty loves reading Sanskrit and she has been reading Rig Veda for the last 15 years. She also explores                    
possibility of Archeoastronomy in Suryasiddhant, Vedanga Jyotish and other scriptures. She is passionate about the               
environment and has planted and reared more than 2000 trees in Kutch, Gujarat. She volunteers in the sustainable                  
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architecture and archaeology events. During her tenure as Chief Architect in Gandhidham Development Authority,              
she made it mandatory to plant a sapling per house which is in fruition now. She has done great service in                     
rehabilitating and re-planning of the city after the devastating earthquake in 2000. Association of Women in                
Architecture, (AWA) USA recognised and acknowledged her work. She is the member of CoA, IIA, IFHP, AWA                 
and the Society of Architectural Historians. For the past 14 years she is the MD of ‘Natives Associated Institute for                    
Valued Environment Consultants’. She is a natural painting artist and has held exhibitions in Mumbai, Delhi and                 
Gandhidham. Her paintings on canvas are highly appreciated and have won critical acclaim. 

27. Rediscovering The Lost Bridges: Tantrayukti-Tandiravutti An Ancient 
Pan-Indian, Trans-Lingual Text-Construction Manual  

By Dr. Jayaraman Mahadevan 

Abstract 
 
Tamil literature, through millennia of its existence, has evolved methods or conventions of presentation and               
interpretations of literary texts and topics. Tantrayukti-s denoted as Tandiravuttis or Uttis in Tamil is one such set                  
of text construction devices. The doctrine of Tantrayukti is called Tandiravuttis or merely Utti-s in Tamil literature.                 
Utti is defined by the Tamil Lexicon (1982) as “Devices adopted in standard literary works”. Uttis in Tamil are                   
given as list of 32 devices either at the end or at the beginning of the text. In the Tamil literary tradition the history                        
of utilization of this doctrine for text construction could be traced from 1st century B.C.E approximately                
(Tolkappiyam) to 18th century C.E. (Cuvaminatham (18 or 19 CE) i.e for about 1900 years. It is interesting to note                    
that the same Tantrayukti doctrine is present in Sanskrit textual tradition also. The presence of the doctrine in                  
Sanskrit literature can be traced from 3rd century B.C.E. approx. (Arthasastra) to 12th century C.E               
(Vamakesvaritantra) i.e. for over 1700 years. Such an important doctrine in ancient Indian literary tradition has                
relevance and practical utility. a) The knowledge of the Tantrayukti doctrine would help in systematically               
understanding the structure and the contents of ancient Indian texts cutting across languages. b) The comparative                
studies of the texts between Indian literary traditions can be more structured and systematic with the knowledge of                  
the Tantrayukti doctrine that is found in various literary traditions. c) The doctrine of Tantrayukti can be used as a                    
guidebook for construction and interpretation of texts by authors and scholars in current topics of the contemporary                 
era. It is impossible to realize the various promising outcomes from this doctrine unless the source of the doctrine is                    
thoroughly studied and data emerging form it is consolidated and organized it into a useable document in current                  
context. It is unfortunate that not much has been done regarding this vital element of Tamil-Sanskrit connection.                 
This paper does not propose to solve all the issues related to Tantrayukti doctrine. The limited objective of this                   
paper is to re-introduce the doctrine to the world of scholars, emphasize its importance, indicate the problems and                  
underline the need to strategically invest time and resources in owning up and utilizing this piece of Pan Indian                   
Trans-lingual textual methodology document. Once this is done, it would help to set the ‘insider’s norms and                 
standards’ to understand, evaluate Indian literature of the past and also stand as a golden standard for future                  
linguistic creations. 
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28. Does Siddha, the quintessential medical system of Tamils, harbor toxic 
formulations in guise? A study on kantacenturam an iron oxide based 
Siddha drug formulation 

By Dr. Venkatnarayanan Ramanathan & Dr. Geetha Sudheer Rajasekar 

Abstract 
 
Use of metal-based formulations is common in most of the traditional medical systems across the world. These                 
metal-based formulations, which are customarily referred to as herbo-metallicpreparations (HMPs), are more            
prevalent among Indian and Chinese traditional medicalsystems. HMPs offer advantages over herbal drugs by              
virtue of their long shelf life, great potency, easy storability and sustained availability. Siddha, which at present is                  
popular mainlywithin the Tamil speaking community, has bountiful source of HMPs. In Siddha system, there isa                
strategic belief that even a single drug, at minute doses, can cure several diseases by varyingits vehicles such as                   
honey, clarified butter, milk, herbal extracts and other appropriate carriers.However, traditional HMPs have been              
repeatedly criticized in contemporary medical literaturedue to frequent reports of heavy metal content and toxicity               
associated with them (Araujo, 2004; Genuis SJ, 2012; Hyunah Kim, 2014; John Kew, 1993; Stefanos N. Kales,                 
2007). Majortrepidation in usage of HMPs owing to their purported toxicity arose after the reports by Saperet al., in                   
Journal of American Medical Association (JAMA) in the year 2004 (Robert B. Saper 2004) and 2008 (Robert B.                  
Saper, 2008). This study revealed that among the seventy AyurvedicHMPs purchased from US market, fourteen               
contained a notable quantity of heavy metals suchas mercury, lead and arsenic with one or more of these elements                   
exceeding the regulatorystandards for their acceptable daily intake. The results of this study had deep impact in                 
health policies of developed countries, which even resulted in banning the marketing of products incriminated by                
Saper et al., in few countries and discouraging the public from consuming these formulations (Sebastia, 2015).                
Later, in 2011, when the bioavailability studies were performedon the same list of Ayurvedic HMPs analysed by                 
Saper, only 7% of them presented a solubleform of lead and arsenic, and was possibly toxic (Iris Koch, 2011).                   
Unfortunately, these reportswere not much recognized compared with the Saper et al., first reports, which are still                 
referred to in most discussions on toxicity associated with heavy metals in traditional medicines.However, from               
these reports, it can be clearly concluded that the safety of HMPs can beconclusively established only if we have                   
detailed knowledge on elemental nature, chemicalnature, bio-availablility followed by controlled toxicity           
assessments. In this work, kanta centuram (KC): a commonly used iron-ore based HMP has been selected from                 
Siddha repertoire to understand the elemental, chemical, bioavailability and safety of it by employingcontemporary              
techniques and performing acute and long-term toxicity studies in Wistar rats. 
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44 
 



 
 

Dr. Geetha Sudheer Rajasekar is a Siddha doctor, researcher with Masters in Molecular Biology and Human                
Genetics, with profound knowledge of Yoga, Varma and massage sciences. While his prime passion is Siddha                
medicine, he has extensive experience in performing various procedures involving cell biology, tissue culture,              
preparation of metallic and herbal Siddha drugs using traditional methods, to name a few. He has lectured much on                   
these subjects and jointly with his fellow researchers, has authored many research articles specifically on               
herbo-mineral compositions in the Indian traditional Siddha stream of medicines. 

29. The Aesthetics of Christian themes in Bharatanatyam: A Critical Study 
By Dr. Shobha Shashi Kumar 

Abstract 

In any art form, a systematised structure is always both a strength and a limitation. A strength because, such a                    
structure would have been the result of so many processes, experimentations, sophistications and so would be                
adaptable suitably and appropriately for a set of conventions. The same strength is also a limitation, as it makes it                    
irrelevant and inappropriate for yet another set of conventions that may be totally uncomplimentary and sometimes                
contradictory too. This is the case with adopting Christianity in Bharatanatyam. 

Bharatanatyam being a classical dance form, has evolved from various influences that is typical to the Indian                 
society. It is an undebatable fact that all classical arts find their roots in our ‘Sanaatana Dharma’. The concept of                    
Sanaatana Dharma is much bigger than any religion. It was a matured and a cultured way of life itself. It reflected a                      
society, that would pulsate to the ‘life principle’ in the environment in entirety. It glorified the wholesomeness and                  
holism of a personality that found its connectivity as a culture, society, polity, relationship, individuality and finally                 
spirituality. At all levels, our rich literature provides resources in the form of stories, history and poetry. The whole                   
lyrical material for these arts portray the essence of this Dharma. It is the most secular dharma, as it accommodates                    
(all beliefs and religions) , respects and yet remains unperturbed by any of them, being beyond all of them. It is this                      
bhaava of maatrutva (motherhood) that enables it to caress every individualistic thought as a separate child of itself.                  
With such a broadened vision for life, it is but natural that there is the freedom to think, question, imagine and                     
express with propriety which is the requisite for ‘excellence in art’. 

The very power of such a culture is that, the rigid canons of ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ of a set of beliefs, transform to                       
reflect the smoothened ends of subtleties of ‘dualities of life’ that make the content for ‘living’, which is the basis                    
for emergence and set up of any society or religion. Further, in art, all injunctions are looked upon as perspectives                    
and the possible implications are inferred through the process of ‘development of plot’. This freedom in Sanaatana                 
Dharma has made it utmost suitable and adaptable to art expression. Whether be it ritual, devotion or as simple as                    
‘every day’ life activities, they all easily serve as raw materials for art. Hence art forms like literature, music, dance,                    
painting, sculpture etc., find rooted and have thrived by it. 

The themes in Bharatanatyam is also no exception. The costumes, the music, the technique of angika (body                 
language and movements) and the content, have all been inspired and rooted in this culture. Hence there is a natural                    
aesthetic propriety that is functional, which makes it relishable. 

About the author 
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Nruthya Shala” in Bangalore. Shobha has performed extensively at all major festivals and sabhas under prestigious                
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presented lec-dems and research papers at National and International seminars some of which have been published                
in research journals. She is also a poet. 

30. The Bharatanatyam Yajna  
By Prakruti Prativadi 

Abstract 

Bharatanatyam (referred to in the past as Sadir, Dasittam and Karnatakam) was historically practiced, protected,               
and nurtured in present day Tamizh Nadu and Karnataka. Bharatanatyam is an embodied manifestation of Vedic                
philosophy and South Indian culture. Despite the ban on Devadasi-s and the performance of Bharatanatyam due to                 
colonial rulers, Bharatanatyam has now achieved a Pan-Indian and global popularity and presence. 

From the perspective of a practicing Hindu Bharatanatyam teacher and dancer, this paper discusses how               
Bharatanatyam regardless of where it is performed, is not merely art but a sacred Hindu sadhana, requiring Bhakti,                  
Sraddha and, most significantly, Sattva on the part of the dancer. We discuss how the Bharatanatyam performance                 
is a Hindu ritual of Yajna per the Natyasastra. The purpose of Bharatanatyam not only to produce an aesthetic effect                    
but to transform the consciousness of the onlooker to experience the Paramatma through Rasa. Bharatanatyam               
derives from the four Veda-s and thus is Natyaveda; the Vedic philosophy and world view, and Hindu rituals are                   
inseparable from the dance. 

The aesthetic theory of the Natyasastra by Bharatamuni is the foundation of Bharatanatyam. We discuss the                
specific requirements that must be satisfied for a subject to qualify as a Bharatanatyam dance. Furthermore, we                 
examine two recent drifts in the Bharatanatyam domain. The first is the removal of the intrinsic sacred Hindu                  
rituals, symbols, themes, and philosophy from Bharatanatyam dances to re-fashion Bharatanatyam as non-sacred.             
The second is the use of Christian imagery and ideology in Bharatanatyam dances either alongside Hindu themes or                  
by completely replacing Hindu themes. We analyze how these drifts do not meet the necessary requirements to                 
qualify as Bharatanatyam dance and are antithetical to the nature of Bharatanatyam. 

About the author 

Prakruti Prativadi is an aerospace/electrical engineer, working in the industry. She has worked on NASA               
projects tooand is the founder director of Kala Saurabhi Dance School in the US. She actively performs in the US                    
and in India. Also trained in Carnatic classical music and fluent Tamil, Kannada and Sanskrit, she has spent seven                   
years researching Sanskrit texts and other ancient treatises on Indian art and aesthetics. She has written a book                  
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31. Bharatiya Natyasampradayagalalli (Yakshaganavannu visheshavaagi 
lakshisi) semitic matagala vastu mattu paatragalu: kaauchitya visleshana 
(Kannada) 

By Dr. Manorama B.N 

Abstract 

The very foundation for Indian arts since ancient times, is to entertain and enlighten the connoisseurs, as well as                   
flourish and sustain those arts in form and content, has been the cosmic consciousness and freedom to creativity                  
that the Sanatana Dharma has given. Be it epical, historical or social; the strong tradition of Indian arts (having                   
glorious origin), has given efficacy to the relate the themes to the respective contexts, in its own appropriate ways.                   
Sometimes, it also happens that to accommodate and appreciate the adaptations of such themes or characters, there                 
is an inevitable necessity for the traditions to stretch a little to give acceptable appropriateness. If such experiments                  
blend with general ambience of art, then they would naturally get absorbed and merge with the established                 
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tradition. If not, there is an equal possibility, that such works drastically damage the very system. Finally, the                  
question is about who much justification on both sides, by weighing their benefits and losses, with respect to the                   
very content chosen (on the one side), and the form that expresses it (on the other side), can be done, which is what                       
is the driving curiosity towards such endeavours.  

Indian arts have never banished any foreignism that sought refuge in itself. Be it physical or metaphysical, India has                   
always embraced with the arms of curiosity and generosity. It has to the extent possible, disclosed the ways to adapt                    
to itself and the ways to unveil the various possibilities. 

Sometimes it is has happened that, the main objective of conceiving and designing an alien content, has been public                   
attraction and anticipated reception. It is a natural aspiration for artistes and art lovers to get identified with                  
explorations, that are generally seen as deviations from the popular tradition or system. 

It is in the fundamental thought of India, that it is immoral to differentiate art on the grounds of religion, caste and                      
hierarchy. In today’s times, many semitic religious themes have laid their hands into Indian Classical arts. Some of                  
the practices have mutually contributed to both the sides. But many a times, in such endeavours, the foundational                  
Indian cultural elements have only been attempted to be superficially duplicated, such that the people could not                 
even have a glimpse of its essence. Participation of other religions into Indian arts have most of the times been with                     
an intention of conversion. 

It is not that Sanatana Dharma does not possess the ability to challenge the duplications by other religions. It has                    
the potential to pervade and permeate into the very being of them. But, such depth cannot be reckoned with a                    
superficial overview. Platforms for debates and discussions driven by poly religious themes in art presentations and                
their justifiable placements and objectives, should be given solutions on strength of logic. 

Questions 

Some of the haunting questions in this respect are: How then is to arrive to a conclusion regarding the stand on                     
other religions in Indian art? What yardsticks are to be considered for the same? What are the ways that influence?                    
Has there been so much scholarship and maturity for Christianity and Islam religions to convincingly encroach                
Sanatana Dharma? Else how much power and intensity do these have to easily attack, subdue or overpower                 
Sanatana Dharma? How much positive it is to encourage such measures? From the angle of art, how much                  
sustenance and life do these have? From the social context, what responses and reactions can be evoked? These are                   
the questions that would instinctively arise in an artiste, spectator, an art lover and an earnest thinker. It is important                    
to note that the attack on Sanantana Dharma is more from within the country. Thereby the quality of magnanimity                   
is knocking the doors of propriety. 

Muliya Keshavaiah‘s creation ‘Mahachetana- Yesu Christa Mahatme’,a Yakshagana prasanga was presented to            
public in the year 1976 itself. This was quite a successful Yakshagana prasanga. The Pope of the Vatican City had                    
congratulated this team. The Christian society and the Church authorities had appreciated and consented to it.                
Father Barboza, appreciating this presentation called it ‘The Jesus who became Yakshagani’/Yakshaganised Christ. 

Very recently, in the Don Bosco auditorium of Mangalore (in May 2017), a neatly packaged presentation titled,                 
‘Christ’s life through Yakshagana – A Revelation ’, was staged. Many more such compositions and presentations                
based on the life of Christ have been experimented and widely presented by artistes including Agari Srinivasa                 
Bhagavat, Ambatanaya Mudradi, G. N. Hegede, Anantharam Bangadi and others. These works have already invited               
lots of controversy and debate in the journals and social media. 

Poorva paksha and other debates 

In the line of thought of the writer and artiste, Art is beyond religion and barrier. So, there should be no limitations                      
and restrictions to art. As the creators of the play are themselves Hindus in this case, there is no suspicion of                     
‘propagation of religion’ as the basic motto of such productions. Though Indian arts are grounded in Sananatana                 
Dharma, the fact that such foundations have enabled other religions to also be accommodated and embraced, it is                  
matter of delight and pride, according to one school of thought that support staging of Christian themes in                  
Yakshagana. On the other hand, there is the other school of thought that accuses such productions, as it fears that                    
such works can destabilise, demoralise and diminish the integrity and dignity of indigenous Indian art. Therefore,                
both the sides have their own arguments and justifications. The differences related to place, time and religion do                  
definitely exist. For those who have broad openings, the problems pertaining to art, religion and tradition are not                  
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disturbing. There is another group that is neutral and thinks that, when the very purpose of art is for entertainment,                    
where is the need to react to these differences. Again there is this intellectual class that imposes all complicated                   
aspects of learning into this already complex issue to make it all the more complex. So it can be inferred generally                     
that socially, culturally and traditionally, the task of enquiring the propriety of Sanantana Dharma’s stand and the                 
other sematic religions’ stand, is a mixed approach even nationally speaking. 

Need for study 

Yakshagana, which has retained and sustained in its vachika abhinaya as an important element, it like an elder                  
brother to all art forms of the traditional Natya system. In dance forms like Terukuttu, Kathakali, Burrakatha,                 
Malayala natakams, Koravanji, Kummi atta etc., the influence of Christian themes can be seen, generally inclusive                
of all natya, nritya and nritta traditions. 

Therefore, the need to analyse and interpret the aesthetic stand of semitic religions’ participation into Indian                
indigenous arts is greatly felt in the contemporary times. In this respect, Dr. Francis Barboza has already worked on                   
the Christian themes in the dance forms of South India inclusive of Yakshana, which is authentic and honest, for                   
which he was awarded the PhD degree from Baroda University. But in his thesis, the examination of the aspects of                    
aesthetics from the angle of Alankara shastra and Natya Shastra (which an integral part of arts), and thereby the                   
possibly inferable conclusions, are not found or negligible. Therefore, there is a need to enquire seriously into the                  
ways of Dharma and its expressions in various religions, the theories in art and their practical applications with                  
critical eye. 

Objectives of the study: 

● To critical study the aesthetic angle of applying Christian and Islamic themes in Indian arts 
● To enquire the possibilities and probabilities of such application inYakshagana. 
● To qualitatively debate, discuss, propose, oppose, also the impact of such endeavours. 
● To analyse the changes and compromises that are made to accommodate the themes of sematic religions                

into Indian Arts. 
● To critically study the scope for creativity, freedom, opportunities etc., with respect to presentation of               

such themes. 

Methodology 

This work has employ qualitative method, compiled the opinions, suggestions, comments of artistes, viewers,              
scholars etc., based on their experience on experimenting such themes and present a consolidated overview of the                 
same. 

About the author 
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32. Yogic Perceptions of Aryan-Dravidian Controversy 
By Subhodeep Mukhopadhyay 
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Abstract 

The epistemology of Nyaya accepts four pramanas or valid means of knowledge, pratyaksa (perception), anumana               
(inference), upamana (comparison and analogy) and Sabda (testimony of an authority figure). Traditionally in              
India, the testimony of an authority figure or apta has been held in high esteem. In this paper we apply a nyaya                      
framework to the vexed issue of the Aryan-Dravidian controversy using the sabda pramana in relation to the                 
utterances of three authority figures, Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo, and Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. Each of these                 
three people have been very influential individuals, having directly or indirectly impacted the lives of numerous                
people and have considerable pan-India as well as international following and may be considered apta based on the                  
traditional pre-conditions, of right knowledge, desire to share knowledge and the ability to communicate              
effectively. This paper examines the key ideological foundations of the Dravidian movement and the              
Aryan-Dravidian divide. It is then demonstrated that all these three apta-s have been highly critical of the racial                  
connotations of the Aryan-Dravidian divide, its social and cultural ramifications and have categorically rejected the               
Aryan invasion/ migration theory. This paper therefore critically examines the doctrinal basis of the              
Aryan-Dravidian controversy from the standpoint of dharma using a nyaya framework and Indic categories, and               
concludes that colonial racist theories are invalid and have to be discarded. 

About the author 

Writer and researcher in Indology studies, Tantra Shastra, Agamas and Indian History, Subhodeep             
Mukhopadhyay has authored 3 books and has won Outstanding Paper award at Swadeshi Indology 2 conference                
at IGNCA, Delhi 2017. He is currently working on an English to Sanskrit translation tool for Ramakrishna Mission                  
as part of Advanced Sanskrit project. Ganita shastram, economic practices in ancient India, history of Indian                
agriculture, science and technology and comparative study of religions are few of his areas of research. He is                  
passionate about understanding and researching Tantras and Agama to counter distortions and misinterpretations.             
He writes extensively in IndiaFacts.org, Indology.in, Maitriwords.com and TheTinyMan.in. He has prepared            
reports on West Bengal persecutions and the changing religious demographics of West Bengal. As one who is                 
proficient in finance as well as technology, he has worked in CTS, Accenture, Wipro, HSBC and is currently                  
practicing as an independent finance consultant. 

33. A Taste of Their Own Medicine: A.I.T. And The Evidence 
By Dr. Shivshankar Sastry 

Abstract 

The so called “Aryan Invasion (or Migration) theory” was constructed out of mistranslations and misinterpretations               
of Sanskrit texts and used to promote a racist nineteenth and early twentieth century agenda. Once the theory was                   
established as “mainstream knowledge”, evidence was either produced or concocted to fit in with the theory. This                 
paper is in three parts. Part 1 argues that Aryans and Dravidian never existed, they were concoctions of racist                   
European philologists and the evidence to support this view. Part 2 explores the reason why it became vitally                  
important for European scholars to lay claim on the Sanskrit language and try and find a route for the language to                     
have come from somewhere closer to Europe than anywhere else. Part 3 deals with the utility, or lack of utility of                     
genetics in figuring out the language that people spoke and the actual age of the Indian genome compared with the                    
Aryan migration theory. 

About the author 

Dr. Shivshankar Sastry is a General Surgeon by profession, having done his MBBS and MS from JIPMER,                 
Pondicherry and FRCS in Edinburgh. His interest in military aircraft dates from the age of 7, but this took a back                     
seat during his medical education. His interests later enabled him to contribute to the building of the Indian military                   
website "Bharat-Rakshak.com" and serve as forum moderator where he was able to fully expand on his interests                 
which include, apart from military aviation, sociology, psychology, history and strategic affairs. He published an               
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e-book titled "Pakistan-Failed State" in 2007. His interest in Indology has been shaped by his reading of Prof SN                   
Balagangadhara and Aurobindo, and meeting with Rajiv Malhotra at his Bengaluru book launches. He is currently                
working on a book which he hopes will lead to the fixing of an approximate date for the origins of the Sanskrit                      
language. 

34. The A of ABC of Indian chronology: Dimensions of the Aryan problem 
revisited in 2017 

By Manogna Sastry & Megh Kalyanasundaram 

Abstract 

From Indomania to Indophobia, Europe’s appraisal of India has seen ebb and flow in a manner that has changed the                    
course of both continents for several centuries. While numerous ancient Greeks, Romans and Arabs as well as                 
Germans and French heaped abundantly generous and insightful praise about the character of the Indian culture in                 
the early centuries of contact, the advent of colonisation changed the tide. The initial waves of positive wonder and                   
awe turned into a systematic destruction of everything the Indian held as formative and precious, be it of religion or                    
scientific achievements or even the very character of the Indian, using the faithful colonial tools of malicious and                  
insidious criticism from their well-developed kit of propaganda thusly painting a highly revolting portrait of the                
ancient land and consequently providing legitimacy to their acts of looting an entire people for centuries. Indeed,                 
the speed with which the narrative accorded to India by Britain was revamped beyond recognition - from hailing it                   
as among the greatest civilizations to one which needed to be saved and transformed according to the sagely                  
wisdom of the coloniser - openly betrays the nefarious intentions of the oppressor. 

Among the most potent tools in the British propaganda kit was the role played by its intelligentsia. In the garb of                     
studying Indian culture, the colonial academia did a phenomenally thorough job of systematically dismantling              
every aspect of Indian culture and infiltrating it with Christian evangelist anthems. Disfiguring the very spine of                 
Indian culture began with attacking all aspects of the Sanātana Dharma. Today, the indentation that ancient India                 
had no sense of historical thinking has become a maxim and it is to the coloniser that the Indian owes gratitude for                      
this very generous appraisal. The British went further from this imperious proclamation to also give more of their                  
largesse - a revised historical account and new theories of the very origin of the land’s culture. And at the heart of                      
this peremptory legacy lies a revised chronology that was constructed of Indian history, which successfully enabled                
the coloniser in his designs. 

About the authors 
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35. What falsifies Aryan invasion theory - (AIT)? 
By Nilesh Nilkanth Oak 

Aryan invasion theory was not a theory but a dogma. This is and was the reality of AIT from the time it was                       
conceived in late 18th century CE. While it came out the desire to solve the problem of similarity between                   
European languages and Sanskrit, it developed into a racial theory that sought to differentiate not only Europeans                 
from Indians, but also claim racial differences within Indian population. The dogmatic character of AIT can be                 
understood if it is tested against the basic framework of scientific method. The four key elements of AIT are                   
outlined and employed it build specific testable statements, if objectively validated, would falsify AIT. 

The paper mentions contributions of researchers from linguistics and archaeology that falsifies AIT and then               
decisively falsifies AIT, with the original work of author from astronomy combined with evidence from varied                
fields of hydrology, geology, geophysics, climatology, oceanography, climatology, relative chronology of Rigveda            
and genealogies of kings and sages of Rigveda and Mahabharata and Ramayana. 

The falsification of AIT and its comprehension by Indic population is critical in its fight against ‘breaking India’                  
forces. AIT is falsified, however, there is a need to communicate these findings in a language laypeople can                  
comprehend and communicate to others. 

About the author 

Nilesh Nilkanth Oak is an author and writes extensively on ancient Indian history at              
www.nileshoak.wordpress.com. He is currently working on 4 books and has written two books in the past which                 
are critically acclaimed. When did the Mahabharata War Happen? The Mystery of Arundhati was written in 2011                 
and was nominated for the Lakatos award given annually by the LSE. His second book The Historic Rama was                   
written in 2014. Nilesh holds an MBA and an M.S. in Chemical Engineering and is also Adjunct Assistant                  
Professor at School of Indic Studies, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, MA, USA. He resides in Atlanta,                 
GA, USA. 

36. Debunking the Aryan-Dravidian Issue: An Indigenous Approach With 
special reference to three scholars from Karnataka 

By Shatavadhani R Ganesh and Shashi Kiran 

Abstract 

The Aryan-Dravidian divide was a politically motivated fabrication without basis in fact. It has plagued our country 
for years, trying to tear our cultural fabric by striking at the unity of our people. Although this Aryan-Dravidian 
theory has been systematically debunked, it continues to be circulated in academic circles, with its far-reaching 
tentacles spanning the range of social, political, cultural, economic, and scientific studies. It is the staple diet of 
school textbooks where fiction masquerading as fact is forced down the throats of children. Since the time this 
fanciful theory first made its appearance, many Indian scholars toiled to refute its claims. Luminaries such as A C 
Das, B G Tilak, and Aurobindo Ghose pointed out the logical fallacies of this theory. This has been further 
strengthened in the past fifty years, with scholars such as David Frawley, N S Rajaram, Koenraad Elst, Srikant 
Talageri, Aravindan Neelakandan, and Rajiv Malhotra building a solid case against the Aryan-Dravidian divide. 
Apart from them, there have been scholars who wrote in regional Indian languages. Though not lacking in 
originality, their findings do not constitute the core of the mainstream discourse. Critical thinkers and scholars who 
were outside of academia were neglected although they had wonderful insights. Both these groups of writers have 
to be critically examined. 
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This paper attempts to introduce the findings of three scholars from Karnataka: Prof. S. Srikanta Sastri, Vidvān 
Sediyapu Krishna Bhat, and Dr. B G L Swamy. While Prof. Sastri was a historian by profession, his research was 
consigned to an insignificant corner as his views were not aligned with the in-vogue trend of his time. Dr. Swamy, 
who was not a fulltime historian, did not excite the interest of academicians. The views of Sediyapu Krishna Bhat 
remain largely unnoticed outside Karnataka as he was never a part of the mainstream and wrote only in Kannada. 
Prof. Sastri was an academically trained historian, Dr. Swamy was a scientist with a passion for history, and Bhat 
was a linguist with several original ideas about a wide range of topics including history. While the choice of 
scholars we have considered for this paper may seem eclectic, their findings are not disparate; on the contrary, they 
are in consensus. Drawing from all available works of these three scholars on the subject, the authors present an 
objective assessment of their findings in the light of modern research. 

This work, perhaps the first of its kind, strives to bolster the indigenous argument against the whimsical theory of 
the Aryan–Dravidian divide. 

About the authors 

Shatavadhani R. Ganesh is a practitioner of the art of avadhana and has performed more than 1000, using eight                   
languages including Kannada, Samskrutham, Telugu and Prakrit. He has made extempore composition of poetry              
(āśukavita) during these performances. He is introduced chitrakavya into avadhana, which was considered until              
then, an impossible task to do in an avadhana. He performed a shatavadhana in a single day and has set a record of                       
24-hour continuous poetry composition, which is the first of its kind. A distinguished author in Samskrutham and                 
Kannada, it is no wonder, that he read Sanskrit and Kannada literature even when he was a child and was writing                     
poetry at the age of sixteen.  

He learned English at school, and he later also learned Prakrit, Pali, Tamil, Hindi, Marathi, Greek, Latin and Italian.                   
He has a B.E in mechanical engineering, an M.Sc in Metallurgy from IISC and pursued research in materials                  
science and metallurgy. He also has a MA in Sanskrit, and a D.Litt in Kannada for his thesis on the art of Avadhana                       
in Kannada. He learned Yakshagana and conceived the idea of Eka Vyakthi Yakshagana (single-person              
Yakshagana) and the style has been performed vividly by proponents of the art. In the Samskrutham production of                  
Hamlet, he has played the role of Horatio (dubbed Harshananda). He gives public lectures on natya sastra, music,                  
art, culture, literature and poetics. 

Shashi Kiran B N holds a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering. He is currently pursuing a master’s                 
degree in Sanskrit with a specialization in Alaṅkāra-śāstra. A literary aficionado, Shashi enjoys composing Sanskrit               
poetry set to classical poetic meters. He is traditionally trained in the recitation of the Rigveda. He has published                   
papers in subjects related to Indic studies and Sanskrit apart from engineering. He has been actively involved in                  
socio-cultural activities to create awareness about Indian culture among the youth. His interests include Indian               
aesthetics, Hindu scriptures, Sanskrit literature, Indian culture, and philosophy. He co-wrote a translation of              
Śatāvadhāni Dr. R Ganesh’s Kannada work Kavitegondu Kathe. 

37. Problems in Assumptions and Methodology of Mahadevan’s Indus 
Decipherment  

By Dr. Jayasree Saranathan 

Abstract 

Iravatham Mahadevan, a well known scholar working on the linguistic decipherment of the Indus script on the                 
supposition of a Dravidian substratum, expressed in a Convocational Address in 2015, a reversal of his stance on                  
Brahui as a Dravidian language of North West India in the light of fresh evidences that it originally belonged to                    
North East India. Brahui being his foremost evidence for Dravidian presence in the Indus, this reversal shakes the                  
very foundation of his research work. This raises a question on the validity of his claims on the Dravidian                   
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components in the Indus script which he derived from Aryan myths and Vedic Sanskrit, while denying Aryan                 
authorship for the Indus script on the basis of a not-yet-proven Aryan Invasion Theory. With his major suppositions                  
based on shaky grounds, this paper seeks to analyze the assumptions and methodology of decipherment employed                
by Mahadevan in his more than four decades of research in Indus script.  

With his firm belief in the cut-off date of Aryan migration (not invasion, as he didn’t think there was an invasion),                     
he relied on the basic assumptions of the Aryan Invasion Theory, a Dravidian Indus and a subsequent migration of                   
a section of Indus Dravidians to South India. He employed the methodology of decipherment based on loan words                  
and loan translations from Indus to Aryan to Old Tamil. All these are analyzed in this paper using internal                   
references from Indic sources and cross-references from research studies ranging from scientific, geological,             
botanical genetics and the like, in addition to Old Tamil sources. The findings raise a serious question on the                   
reliability of Mahadevan’s assumptions and methodology, besides establishing how Mahadevan was trapped by his              
own assumptions and tripped down by his methodology, with the result that his entire work stands the risk of losing                    
relevance sooner than later.  

About the author 

Researcher, writer and astrologer Dr. Jayasree Saranathan is an Economics graduate with a PG diploma in                
Business Administration and a PhD in Astrology. Her research areas includes Vedanta, Hindu sastras,              
Astro-meteorology, Tamil Sangam literature and Anthropology. She is also passionate on Cosmos and star-gazing              
sessions for schoolchildren. Apart from writing in The Hindu –Young World, Gokulam, Mangaiyar Malar and               
Woman’s Era, she writes for an Astrological Magazine and also Vedanta and Hinduism related articles in many                 
Internet groups and blogs. Her hobbies are music and painting. 

38. Deconstructing the False Narrative of De-linking the Literature of Tamil 
Classical Tradition from the Literature of the Bhakti Movement 

By Prerna Thiruvaipati and Sreejit Datta  

Abstract 

Dravidianist and pro-missionary scholars have done their best to sell the narrative of a “radical shift” of the alleged                   
‘secular’ nature of classical Tamil poetry into the alleged ‘Brahmanical’ religious fervour reflected in the literary                
works of the Bhakti movements of the Azhwars and Nayannar-s. Such claims have been brought into question by                  
scholars like Ganapathy Subbiah who have pointed out the shift in the concept of Godhood and the continuity of                   
numerous tropes between these two phases of Tamil literature.  

Another important link between the two phases can be illustrated by problematizing the periodization and the very                 
basis of the so-called “Medieval Indian Literature”. The conspicuous coinciding of the periods of the European                
Medieval age and of what has been dubbed as “Medieval Indian Literature” (usually purported to be roughly from                  
CE 500 till about 1500 CE) by several scholars of literary history, including Sahitya Akademi’s project of                 
constructing A History of Indian Literature in multiple volumes appears to be presumptuous in the light of the data                   
available on Indian literatures extant from the period and beyond. The destabilization of already accepted ‘norms’                
for a periodization and chronology of “Medieval Indian Literature” subverts the whole approach, hitherto the               
dominant one, towards Tamil literature of yore presented as a binary model of ‘classical’ and ‘medieval’. This                 
exercise attempts to do the same by focusing on the interconnections, dynamics and mutual reception between 1)                 
what has been known as “Ubhaya Vedāntam”, 2) the poetry of the Nayannar-s and 3) the classical Tamil poetry by                    
bringing into close scrutiny crucial qualifiers such as ‘medieval’, ‘classical’, ‘secular’, ‘religious’ etc. whose              
primary function has so far been classification – the one all-pervading instrument of western scholarship in literary                 
historiography; and offering a fresh Swadeshi perspective of all things literary in the Indic cultural domain. This                 
study will also have significant ramifications in highlighting the pan-Indian, pan-Hindu links running across Vedic               
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literature and classical Tamil literature in the process of untangling the obscurantist knots put in place by divisive,                  
prejudiced pseudo-scholarship of Dravidian identity politics. 

About the authors 

Prerna Thiruvaipati has worked as a personal banker at the ANZ Bank, New Zealand. She has lived in New                   
Zealand for almost 7 years and then moved back to India on a sabbatical. She currently works as a freelance content                     
writer for various websites like agniveer.com, chinnajeeyar guru, blindeducation.org, statueofequality.org and is a             
full time volunteer at JIVA ashram and Adi Foundation Hyderabad. Prerna is a devotee and disciple of His                  
Holiness Sri Sri Tridandi Chinna Jeeyar Swamiji.  

Sreejit Datta is a writer, translator and vocalist. He is pursuing a PhD at the Department of Bengali, Jadavpur                   
University, Kolkata. His thesis relates to historiography of Brahmasangit – the body of religious songs of Brahmo-s                 
– and the aesthetics of its performance. He writes regularly for Swarajya, Pragyata, IndiaFacts and TopYaps,                
among other platforms. He can be reached at sreejit.datta@gmail.com 

39. A Critical Analysis of Dravidian Movement, Politics and Governance - 
Changing trends from 1910-2017 

By K. Sathyaprakash Rao  

Abstract 

The “Dravidian” movement has been embroiled with many complex issues, as the propagandists of “Dravidian               
ideology” have not struck to any fixed dogmatic parameters, concrete ideas and definite philosophies. The shift in                 
paradigm is noted in their linguistic Dravidian turned to racist Dravidian to racialist. The linguistic separatism                
turned to ideological self-determination to balkanization of India has also been noted. As Annadurai himself               
decided to join national mainstream of politics, the Dravidian parties by and large abandoned their separatist                
ideology, though, splinter groups may raise heads then and there with internal and external support. Karunanidhi,                
MGR, Jayalalita however played dual, soft and moderate Dravidian ideologized polity. However, Jayalalita has              
been the “odd-woman” among the Dravidian politicians. As she was a Brahmin, perhaps, she was exploited by all                  
for their benefit. For Karunanidhi and her supporters, it became a policy and political strategy to attack her by                   
referring to her caste by “Pappathi”. Ironically, the most respectable name of Sangam has been made to derogatory                  
by the Dravidian propagandists. Incidentally, “Kazhagam”, another Sangam Tamil expression denoted to use “the              
place where thieves and others get together” became appendage to every Dravidian party! The non-Brahmin to                
anti-Brahmin, anti-congress to anti-national, anti-Sanskrit to anti-Hindi, anti-Aryan to anti-North and such other             
dogmatic transitions, ideological transformations and political adjustments are noted. Thus, the paradigm shift is              
analyzed in this paper from 1910 to 2017. As all events could not be brought in and discussed, few important                    
events, issues and points are taken up for interpretation.  

About the author 

Sri Sathyaprakash Rao is a young independent researcher and Founder of Pariveshayati Trust involved in               
social activities. With a Bachelor of Engineering degree, he works as Instrumentation Engineer. He is based at                 
Chennai and Singapore. 

40. German Indologists, Tamil Studies and Ideological bias changed from 
Sanskrit to Tamil 

By Vivekananda Rao Kopalle 

Abstract 

54 
 

mailto:sreejit.datta@gmail.com


 
 

From the Europe and USA, many explorers, researchers, sailors, missionaries and others came to India for different                 
purposes, after the consolidation of Mughal Empire. The European interest had been complicated with many               
motives from just curious visitor to information gatherer; trader to industrial spy; missionary to smuggler. While                
the Europeans from Portugal, Denmark, Netherlands, France and England wanted to establish factories and exploit               
India in their own ways, the Germans adapted and adopted different way. They did not establish any East Indian                   
Company, but, penetrated with their men with mission. However, there was a German African Company. The                
German East Africa Company (German: Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Gesellschaft, abbreviated DOAG) was a           
chartered colonial organization which brought about the establishment of German East Africa, a territory which               
eventually comprised the areas of modern Tanzania, Burundi, and Rwanda. The Company originated in 1884 as                
the Gesellschaft für deutsche Kolonisation (Society for German Colonisation) with the aim of trading in Africa.                
That Max Mueller (1823 – 1900) could write much about India without visiting India, reportedly translated Sanskrit                 
literature from the millions of manuscripts received from India and the German Indolgists wrote and published                
thousands of books on India prove the steady flow of men and materials from India to European countries. 

About the author 

Vivekananda Rao Kopalle is currently working in Germany and has a keen interest in indology. 

41. The Aryan myth demystified: A multidisciplinary evidence-based 
scientific rational analytical approach 

By Dr. Murali KV & Dr. Premendra Priyadarshi 

Abstract 

The hypothesis that Aryans and Dravidians are two identifiable and distinct “races,” if not now, but at least in the                    
distant past has become a “theory” with its own life, perhaps a religion in itself. From just a speculative postulate                    
based on propositions that are and were without much evidence and / or often of limited evidentiary value a whole                    
school of thought, spanning continents, have been established and is being forcefully propagated at various levels                
and well beyond the academia. However, a whole spectrum of long established and relatively new scientific fields                 
have shed enormous amount of light (new data and hitherto ignored and / or misused old data) than ever before to                     
be able to look at this vexing issue in a multidisciplinary evidence-based scientific viewpoint, without the                
prejudices of the scientifically-challenged or scientifically illiterate crowd. This study thus ventures to synthesise              
all such available materials into a cohesive evidence-based tapestry of the facts and valid conclusions drawn                
therefrom. The broad array of fields that would be used with their most descriptive or common names are as                   
follows: archaeology; archaeo-genetics, phylogenetics and modern-day genetics (human, cow, goat, rat, mouse,            
horse, pig, sheep, camel, rice, wheat, barley, coffee, sorghum, honey bee, lice; and history and geographical extent                 
of human genetic disorders, microbial parasites, etc.); phyto-chemistry and pharmacology (ancient and herbal             
medicine); archaeo/palaeo-hydrology, geology and geophysics; palaeontology; palaeogeography;       
archaeo/palaeo-climatology; archaeo/palaeo-palynology; archaeo/palaeo-botany and ethnobotany;     
archaeo/palaeo-zoology; linguistics and philology; palaeo-ecology; demography; pedology (soil science);         
anthracological; oenology; anthropology; palaeoart; and of course Indology. However heterodox it might sound,             
such a multidisciplinary approach leads to only one overwhelming conclusion: Aryan-invasion, Aryan-Dravidian            
race theories and its coterie of hypotheses are not only just false myths, but the opposite – that is the Out-of- India                      
(OIT) hypothesis (considered heretical in the mainstream academia) – appears to be the one that these plethora of                  
evidence and facts seem to support. As an aside, this raises serious questions of global academic probity and                  
reliability, which are equally or at times far more important. 

About the authors 

Dr. Murali K V is a medic and a graduate of the University of Cambridge, England. Currently involved in                   
medical biotech entrepreneurship and inter-disciplinary research (population genetics and historical sociology of            
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Bharat) relevant to the inculcation of a scientific rigour in the outdated fields of humanities, especially in the Indian                   
academic environment and thus inspired skewed mainstream media discourse: putting science into social sciences. 

Dr Premendra Priyadarshi, MBBS, MD, FRCP, is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, 
and member of a large number of professional bodies like Indian Medical Association, Association of Physicians of 
India. He also cleared the Civil Services Examination in 1986 and served in the Pondicherry Police Service for a 
short while. Besides science, he has thoroughly pursued history, philosophy, religions, anthropology, political 
science and linguistics as his personal interest. He has written many books on Indology viz. India's Contributions to 
the West (2004), Zero is Not the Only Story (2007), The First Civilization of the World (2011) and Vishva Sabhyata 
ka Udbhava aur Prasar (2012). Focus of Dr. Priyadarshi's research is on correcting the distortions in Indian 
historiography. 

42. The Science and Nescience of Comparative Linguistics - Examining the 
nature and veracity of Comparative Linguistics with implications to the 
Aryan-Dravidian hypotheses 

By Madhusudhan Therani, Sudarshan Therani & Haricharan A 

Abstract 

The two century year old “field” of study of Comparative (Historical) Linguistics (henceforth CL) is critically                
examined along various dimensions – primarily, its evolutionary drivers, the nature of its methods, the supposedly                
scientific nature of its theories, the assumptions underlying its theories and its socio-political agenda. What are the                 
kinds of questions that Comparative linguistics tries to ask and provide answers to? Are there alternative                
approaches and models to engage with these questions? Given the poorly formulated basis of language and its                 
understanding in the West compared to the traditional Indian approaches to language and meaning - Are there                 
scientific models of language and language evolution that this field of study is based on? What would the future of                    
Comparative (historical/diachronic) linguistics look like if this field is given a basis in computational models and                
frameworks instead of wordlists and theses based on morphology and phonology? What is the traditional Indian                
perspective on such approaches to theorising about language evolution? As an illustrative case-study (using data) of                
the larger issues that plague CL, the nature of the Indo-European and Dravidian as language classifications are                 
explicated. Are these language families even valid classifications? We examine many of these issues critically and                
lay out a comprehensive agenda for a bias-free, scientific, modern Comparative Linguistics. 

About the authors 

Madhusudhan Therani has been in the technology startup space for the last decade working on large scale data                  
analysis, machine learning, text analysis, and developing scalable systems with the latest technology stacks. He has                
a pedigree designing / building robots, writing hybrid controllers and understanding the whole analog/digital space,               
enjoys coding/hacking and continues to publish. He has published 25+ research papers in information integration,               
online advertising, e-commerce, product design. More available here https://www.linkedin.com/in/madhutherani.         
He has deep roots in the theories and practice of sanatana primarily through his sampradaya and feels that the need                    
to develop a more critical understanding of the West using our own drishti is critical - not only for our own                     
civilization - but for the future of humanity. 

Therani Nadathur Sudarshan is a computer scientist, programmer and hands-on technologist / engineer,             
startup founder, entrepreneur and technology consultant. He is deeply interested in discovering the immense              
“practicality” of the Indian Knowledge Systems. His primary research interests lie in Symbol Systems for               
representation and intelligence - spanning man-made material systems (AI), naturally occurring systems            
(biological) and the Indic symbol systems. Sampradaya studies (visistadvaita) and practices are part of his               
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upbringing and immensely influence every activity. He is also an active participant in the vibrant temple culture /                  
events at many Vishnu temples in Tamil Nadu. 

Haricharan A is an experienced researcher in the area of speech and signal processing with a research degree                  
from the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. He also likes exploring the interaction between art and science                 
which led him to perform a dance drama presentation of a part of research work. He works as a Data Scientist at                      
near.co 

43. Annihilation of Capitalising on Caste: Battling Politicisation of a 
Constructed Fault Line for Proselytisation 

By Sreejit Datta 

Abstract 

M.K. Gandhi had risen to the open challenge thrown by Dr B.R. Ambedkar to all Hindus through his “indictment”                   
(to borrow Gandhiji’s words) of Hinduism in his undelivered speech, provocatively titled “Annihilation of Caste”,               
and the acceptance of the challenge resulted into an epistolary war between two of India’s most important political                  
figures from the 20th century. In very recent times, there has been a resurrection of the text through an annotated                    
critical edition by Navayana Publishing Pvt Ltd, which attempts to fashion a “scholarly, erudite and rational”                
denunciation of Hinduism out of the text. The edition contains a 165-pages long introduction titled “The Doctor and                  
the Saint” by Arundhati Roy, which is indeed longer than the text of Ambedkar’s speech (the core text of the                    
speech is completed in 114 pages and the speech along with its two prefaces and a prologue is completed in 137                     
pages) and which is in essence a character assassination of Gandhiji to pull him down from his Mahatmahood and                   
ultimately use that fall from grace to make a case for the annihilation of what Roy calls “Brahminism” (although it                    
sounds uncannily like an euphemism for ‘Hinduism’ in light of her introductory essay as a whole). However, a                  
careful study of the text of Ambedkar’s speech shows that it is ill-informed in its scriptural references to Hindu                   
sastra-s, appropriative in its interpretations of the scriptures to suit his express purpose of denunciation of the                 
Hindu Dharma, and reflective of his personal resentment towards Hindu Dharma more than anything else. What Dr                 
Ambedkar, the academic, has achieved in the undelivered speech comes down to a deconstruction of several Hindu                 
Sruti and smrti shastric scriptures including the Srimad Bhagavad Gita and Manu-Samhita from a standpoint which                
unapologetically draws its subsistence from theories of race and social anthropology entrenched in the African               
slave experience of America (it is worth remembering here that Dr Ambedkar was trained in Economics,                
Sociology, Anthropology, History and Philosophy at Columbia University). It is almost astonishing to find the               
appropriative misinterpretations of Sanskrit sastra-s coming from a man who demolished the Aryan Invasion              
Theory with his penetrative philological reading of the Rig Veda, so much so that it raises questions of a plausible                    
pretext of manipulation for political mileage. These weaknesses of the arguments forwarded by Dr Ambedkar               
render Roy’s introductory call to denounce Hinduism as a means to eradicate caste (which is predicated primarily                 
on deconstructing the ‘sainthood’/Mahatmahood of Gandhiji – who was the most prominent Hindu of his time and                 
who, more significantly, had accepted Ambedkar’s challenge) further insubstantial. In this paper, we attempt to               
delve deep into the nature and roots of the politicisation of caste as an increasingly postmodern category to incite                   
hate and secessionism in India, whose pernicious effects have been particularly reflected through the Dravidian               
politics of Tamil Nadu. In doing so, we hope to uncover the theoretical strains which went into the construction of                    
this divisive narrative, perpetuated by Ambedkar’s undelivered yet widely circulated speech; and lay bare the               
pseudo-scholarly, Hinduphobic agendas of caste politics with an ultimate objective to annihilate it. 

About the author  

Sreejit Datta is a writer, translator and vocalist. He is pursuing a PhD at the Department of Bengali, Jadavpur                   
University, Kolkata. His thesis relates to historiography of Brahmasangit – the body of religious songs of Brahmo-s                 
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– and the aesthetics of its performance. He writes regularly for Swarajya, Pragyata, IndiaFacts and TopYaps,                
among other platforms. He can be reached at sreejit.datta@gmail.com 

44. Caste an Evangelical Tool   
By Dr Tribhuwan Singh 

Abstract 

India is being targeted by Western Academicians, Missionaries, Human Right agencies for its caste system, which                
they blame is creation of selfish, arrogant and oppressive Brahmanican System. They are blaming and defaming                
India for its oppressive caste system since last 150 years (After 1857). Though it has been proved beyond doubt by                    
many western authors like Nicholas B Dirk and Sushan Belly that modern Caste system is by product of encounter                   
between British Imperialists and Indian society. 

One question must be asked to these Academicians that if caste System is original character of Hindu society, then                   
How come words like Half Caste and Quarter Caste are still being used in previous colonies of British Raj ,like                    
New Zealand Canada etc. 

After Mughal Invasion Hindu Society started following the Mantra given by Kautilya in Chanakya neeti that “If                 
King is not prajvatsal but is oppressive then Society should start its own self regulation”. Hamilton Buchanan in                  
1807 have given detail record of self regulation of different Hindu communities of South India, where senior                 
members of a particular community used to decide about the criminality and unsocial behaviour of a particular                 
member of that community. They could punish him by penalising him by throwing them out of that community (Jat                   
bahar). These self regulatory communities which had a particular profession, who used to marry and eat together                 
were designated as Caste by Portuguese as it has been derived from Portuguese word Castas. This self regulatory                  
Caste system was greatest hurdle in spread of Christianity, which has been said on record by several so called                   
academecians and Evangelicals like Maxmuller Bishop Caldwell and MA Shering, as there was punishment of               
jatbahar (out casting) for conversion. But in due course of time, especially after 1857 they planned to use the Caste                    
as a single most identity of Hindus, and started using Caste hindu for Hindu society. 

British administration through government orders and Laws created more than 2000 castes out of four Varnas in                 
1901. After this they segregated these Castes in certain broad groups. They played tactics of segregation, isolation                 
of communities on certain fixed grounds and creating their separate identification from Hindu fold, production and                
distribution of farce atrocity literature amongst them, target them for predator religion i.e. Christianity, and finally                
conversion. 

For example they started categorizing and recognizing Vanvasi and Guru adi Hindus as “Animist”, later on                
isolating them as Scheduled tribes, getting them included in Indian Constitution as ST. Today these Vanvasi Hindu                 
have been maximmally converted in India. Next community who has been their target is SC. Now they are                  
targeting OBCs.Tactics is same- Identification of communities, their Segregation, isolation from rest of Hindu fold,               
creating separate Identification by using atrocity literature from Sanskrit or other Indian Texts, targeting them as                
prey and Conversion and digestion in Christian kingdom. 

About the author 

Dr Tribhuwan Singh is an orthopedic surgeon, and has delivered many lectures on the subject. He has                 
functioned as organizing secretary of UPORTHOCON (State conference of Indian orthopedic Association). - Role              
of Muscle Pedicle Bone Graft in Ununited Fracture Neck of Femur in young adults, Management of Compound                 
fractures of Long Bones by Osteoplastic Approach are just two of them. He was a Co Speaker and spoke on the                     
topic “Manipulation of Caste by Breaking India forces” along with Rajiv Malhotra and Udit Raj in JNU, in 2015,                   
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on the Topic “Colonized Academia: What is the way out”. He has lectured on on Economic History of India and its                     
impact on current social Science theories in Allahabad University, ECC and NSS camps in Allahabad. 

45. Official Use of Nagari/Nandinagari South of Vindhya Scripts of One India 
By Bimal Trivedi 

Abstract 

If Sanskrit is mother of many languages then Brahmi is mother of almost all scripts used in India and many Asian /                      
East Asian nations. Needless to mention that current “English Numerals” have directly derived from Brahmi               
numerals, hence Brahmi is mother of modern numerals also. 

Stone inscriptions of Ashoka, found wide across India – from today’s Afghanistan (!) to Karnataka in further south                  
and in the east; are ample proof that people knew how to read Brahmi and the script was widely popular. The script                      
was used with minor differences in curves and strokes, as the time and places changed. Tamil Brahmi is not an                    
exception. Brahmi was a truly national script of ancient India. Brahmi remained official script of mighty Mauryan,                 
Satavahan, Gupta and Harsha empires. It was well accepted official script with other small rulers and dynasties,                 
viz., Western Kshatraps, Traikutaka, Rashtrakuta, Kidarites and many city states. Empires like Kushan, Sasankas,              
Palas and invaders like Huns gave it a deserved place in their administrative works. Two Indo-Greek rulers, named                  
Agathocles and Pantaleon, minted coins with their names inscribed in Brahmi in second century BCE along with                 
Bactrian Greek. These bi-lingual / bi-script coins helped James Princep to decipher Brahmi. 

Gupta Brahmi is precursor of modern Nagari.  However, later forms of Brahmi are found till 8-9th century CE.  

Likewise, Nagari was official script of mighty rulers and emperors of north and south of Vindhya, Sri Lanka was                   
not an exception. Sotuh Indian emperors introduced Nagari in Sri Lanka and made it an official script beyond                  
Kanyakumari. 

Like Brahmi, Nagari in various forms was used as official script on these rulers’ coins, copper plates and                  
manuscripts. Starting clock-wise from far North-West Hindu Shahi rulers of today’s Afghanistan, Nagari was              
official script of Kashmir, Kangra, Nepal, Assam, Tripura and for a short period in Arakan. Pallavas, Cholas, Vir                  
Kerala of Kerala, mighty Vijayanagara rulers, Chhatrpati Shivaji, Solankis of Gujarat, Chandelas, Chauhans,             
Parmars of middle and north India – made it a true pan Indian official script. 

Characters of these two scripts were used by Indian people to write in one or more languages, each for thousand                    
years, in East, West, North and South and South of South India. This put to rest the notion that India never had one                       
common script. Interestingly, this also throw light on common language/s, literacy, scholarly activities of the time                
and religiosity. 

About the author 

Sri. Bimal Trivedi, the Team Leader / Senior Numismatist of Mintage World Ltd. has a humongous data                 
collection of 45,000 Indian coins, 25,000 world coins, other stamps and currency notes. He setup online museum                 
www.mintageworld.com, an online museum of numismatics and philately. In the course of coin and stamp               
collection, learnt reading and writing Brahmi, deciphering coins minted with ancient script Kharoshthi, and also               
Arabic and Persian legend. He has a Masters in Numismatics & Archeology, Advanced Diploma in Business                
Administration and a BA in Hindi Literature. 

46. தமி�  இல�கண�களி�  சம�கி�த  இல�கண�களி�  தா�க� 
By Dr.P. Sankareswari 
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ஒ� ெமாழியி� எ�த�ப�� இல�கண�� அ�ெமாழிைய ம��� அ��பைடயாக ைவ��� பைட�க� ெப�வதி�ைல .          
அ�வில�கண�� எ�த�ெப�ற கால அரசிய� , ச�க��ழ� ஆகியவ�ேறா�� ெதாட��ைடயைவயா�� . உலகி�        
ெச�விய� ெமாழிகளாக�� ெதா�ைம ெமாழிகளாக�� கிரி� , இல�தீ� , சீன� , எபிேரய� , தமி� , சம�கி�த�          
ஆகியன க�த�ப�கி�றன . இவ��� தமி�� , சம�கி�த�� இ�திய� �ைண�க�ட�தி� ெசழி�� வள��தைவ .         
இ�விர��� இல�கண , இல�கிய மர� ேவ�ேவறாக இ��தா�� ஒ�றி� தா�க� ம�ெறா�றி� மீ� இ�லாம�           
இ�ைல . 

“அரசிய� நி�வாக�தி�� க�வி�ைறயி�� ெச�வா��� ெப��� ச�க மதி�ேபா� விள��� ஒ� ெமாழியி�          
இல�கண  மர� , ம�ெறா�  ெமாழியி�  இல�கண  அைம�பி��  மாதிரியாக  விள��� ”. 

இல�கண  மாதிரி  எ�ப�  அைம��  ரிதியான  ம�ெறா�  ெமாழியி�  இல�கண�  தா�க�  ஆ�� . 

ஓ� இல�கண மரபி� மீ� ஏ�ப�� ம�ெறா� இல�கண மரபி� தா�க� ஒ� மா�ப�ட இல�கண� க��தா�க�             
ேதைவயி�  அ��பைடயி�  நிக�கிற� . 

கால�தி� ேதைவகைள அ�ெயா�றிேய ப�ேவ� இல�கண�க� பல காலக�ட�களி� ேதா�றி��ளன . இல�கண         
உ�வா�க� �னிய�தி� நிக�வத�� , இல�கண� , ஒ� ச�க உ�ப�தி� ெபா�� . எனேவ தா� இத�மீ�           
ச�க�தி�  அைடயாள�ப��த��  அ��தமாக  உ�ள� . 

ஒ� ெமாழியி� மீ� ம�ெறா� ெமாழியி� கல�ேபா , தா�கேமா ஆதி�கேமா மிக� சாதாரணமாக நிக��� விட            
��யா� . அரசிய� நி�வாக�தி�� , க�வி �ைறயி�� , ெச�வா��� ெப�� விள��� ஒ� ெமாழியி� இல�கிய           
இல�கண மர� ம�ெறா� ெமாழியி� இல�கிய இல�கய அைம�பி�� மாதிரியாக விள��� எ�பைத நி�பி�பத���           
ச�க , அரசிய� , ப�பா�  நிைலகளி�  பிராமண�களி�  ெச�வா�ைக  �தலி�  அறியலா� . 

ச�தாய� எ�ப� ஒ��� ெகா�ள�ப�ட பழ�கவழ�க�க� , வழி�ைறக� எனலா� . உலகி� பல ச�தாய�க�          
ேதா��வத��� , இைவேய காரண�களாக அைமகி�றன . தமி�ெமாழி ஒ�� தா� அத�� இ�தைன இல�கண�          
உ�வா�க�தி�கான� ேதைவ யா� ? ஏெனனி� ஒ�ெவா� இல�கண�� அ�காலக�ட வழ�� ெமாழிைய         
பிரதிபலி�பனவாக அைம���ளன . எனேவ ெதா�கா�பிய� கால�ெதா�� 20-ஆ� ��றா�� வைர தமி� ெமாழியா�          
நைடெப�ற மா�ற�தி�� காரண� யா� ? ச�க அரசிய� தள�களி� ெச�வா���ெப�� எ�ெமாழி திக���          
விள�கிய� . ெச�வா�கி� காரணமாக இல�கண உ�வா�க�தி� ஏ�ப��திய �திய மா�ற� யா� ? எ�பைத          
ஆரா�வதாக  இ�க��ைர  அைமகிற� . 

தமி� இல�கண மரபி� சம�கி�த இல�கண� தா�க� ேமேலா�டமான வ�வ அைம�� மா�ற� க�திய� அ�� . ஒ�             
ெமாழியி� ஆதி�க�ைத ஒ� ச�க� ஏ���ெகா�ட நிைல�பா�ைட அ� உண��தி நி�கிற� என எ����           
ெகா�ள  ேவ��� . 

ஏ��ைடைம அ�ச�க வ����தலா� நிக��த� எ�றா� அ�ச�க�தி� விைள�� வி�ட மா�ற� ம�ெறா�          
இல�கண� க��தா�க�ைத எதி�ேநா��கிற� எ�� ெபா�� . ஆக ஒ� மா�ப�ட இல�கண� க��தா�க          
ேதைவயி� விைள�கேள இ�வில�கண�க� . எ�தெவா� ெமாழி�� ம�ெறா� ெமாழிைய அழி�பத�காக        
எ�த�ப�வதி�ைல . இல�கண உ�வா�க� சில ச�க ெமாழி� ேதைவகைள ஒ��ய ெசய�பா� , ெமாழி�          
பய�பா�ைட�  சா��த  பிர�சைனகளி�  ெவளி�பா�  எ�பைத , அறிவிய�  ��வமாக  ஏ���ெகா�ள  ேவ��� . 

About the author 

Dr. Sankareswari has done her Masters in two ancient and living languages Tamil and Sanskrit, and her                 
Doctorate on a topic that connects both the languages, namely, “Impact of Sanskrit Models in Tamil Grammar”.                 
She has won many fellowships and merit awards in her academics and career. She has published articles in more                   
than 17 journals, made more than 20 paper presentations in conferences, independently authored 5 books, been an                 
editor for 4 more, and been a guide for more than 40 research students in their pursuit of M.Phils and PhDs. Her                      
current research is a Comparative Study of the linguistic framework and rules of Tholkappiyam and Ashtadhyaayi.                
While her prime topic of study is the comparative study of the language structure, grammar and literature of                  
Sanskrit and Tamil, she is equally interested in topics like ‘Influence of English in spoken Tamil’, Educator’s role                  
in teaching grammatical structure of languages’, Simplistic Models in Teaching’ to mention a few. 
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Chairs presiding over the paper sessions 
 

Dr. Ramanujan retired as the Associate Director (IHLC), at Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing. He is also the Group Coordinator of Indian Heritage Group (IHG) at the Centre which is engaged in 
activities related to Sanskrit and Vedic Processing in Computers. He has proficiency in Gurukula system, 
Taittireeya KrishnaYajurVeda, Vyakarana, Vishishtadvaita Vedanta & Nalayira Divya Prabandhams (4000 
devotional songs) of Alwars in Tamil. He has been awarded various titles, including “VEDA VARIDHI, “VEDA 
VIJNANA SIROMANI”, “VAIDIKA BHUSHANAM”.  He has also been appointed as “ASTHANA VIDVAN”, 
by the Sri Ahobila Mutt in 1999. He was awarded “SAMSKRITA MITRA” Puraskar by MHRD in August 2003 in 
recognition of remarkable services rendered for the cause of Sanskrit through IT. 

Prof. V.V. Subramanian alias Va.Ve.Su  a prominent Educationist from Chennai, is former Principal and HOD 
of Plant Bio Technology Dept in RKM Vivekaananda College, chennai, is a doctorate in Algal Biotechnology. He 
is the founder Director of Phyco Spectrum Consultants Pvt. Ltd, Chennai, a research establishment involved in 
Phyco Cutivation and Phyco-remediation. He was the principal investigator for a project approved by the Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy.  Has been in the field of education for more than four decades. He is a well-known 
poet nd speaker in Tamil and English, specialized in Saiva and Vaishnava devotional literature; is a regular 
contributor for spiritual and religious journals and magazines in Tamil. 

Dr Kanagaraj Easwaran is Professor of Social Work at Mizoram University. He works on Tribal livelihood 
and community development. His interests include Indology and Indian philosophy. He has published papers on 
social work and community development. 

Prof. Sudarsan Padmanaban is a PhD twice over in Philosophy. He has one from the Pondicherry Central 
University and one more from the University of South Florida. His research interests include Social and Political 
Systems, Civil Society, Indian Medical Ethics and Indian Philosophy and Culture. He has two edited book volumes 
to his credit apart from various papers and articles published in international journals. 

Prof. L S Ganesh LSG) graduated in 1977 in the BE (Hons.) programme in Mechanical Engineering of the Birla 
Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) at Pilani, Rajasthan. In 1979, he received the M. Tech degree in 
Maintenance Engineering and Management and a Merit Prize from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Madras. During 1980-84, he pursued the doctoral research programme in the Industrial Engineering and 
Management Faculty at IIT Madras. His research work involved the application of time series forecasting models 
and system dynamics concepts to educational planning in Tamilnadu schools. He received the Ph. D. degree in 
1986. 

He worked as an Assistant Professor in the Education Management Sector at the Indian Institute of Management 
(IIM), Bangalore, during 1986-87. 

Since 1987, he worked in the Industrial Engineering and Management Faculty at IIT Madras, as Assistant Professor 
till 1993, then as Associate Professor till December 1996, and then as Professor until April 2004, when the 
Department of Management Studies was established in the Institute. Later, he served as the Head of the Department 
of Management Studies at IIT Madras from July 2004 till July 2008. In this role, he coordinated the location and 
development of the complete academic, laboratory, office and utilities infrastructure for the new premises of the 
Department. He also coordinated the establishment of strategic academic relationships through MoUs between IIT 
Madras and leading national and multinational institutions (Indian School of Business at Hyderabad; Universities of 
Mannheim, Passau, and Bremen in Germany; Management Center at Innsbruck in Austria; State University of New 
York, Binghamton) and business organizations (Caterpillar; LIC of India; @Road Software; SCOPE International). 
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Dr. Ganesh is also an accomplished rock, blues and jazz vocalist and rhythm guitarist. In his student days, he won 
many prizes in music competitions, debates and sports. Dr. Ganesh loves work, meditation, philosophy, music and 
dreaming. 

He strongly believes that India and Indians have exceptional capabilities that require well directed and intensely 
focused organizational efforts to enable them to fully flow and result in inspiring, peerless and timeless 
achievements. 

Prof. K S Kannan is a professor at the Centre for Ancient History and Culture,  Jain University, Bengaluru and 
is the Academic Director of the Swadeshi Indology Conference Series. He is a Former Director, Karnataka Sanskrit 
University and has a PhD in Sanskrit. His pursuits include research into Sanskrit literature and Indian Philosophy 
and he is the author of about 20 books, prominent among them Theoretical Foundations of Ayurveda published by 
FRLHT, Bengaluru in 2007 and Virupaksha Vasantotsava Champu, Annotated Edition, published by Kannada 
Vishvavidyalaya, Hampi, Karnataka in 2001. He is also the co-translator of Vibhinnate, the translation into 
Kannada, of the seminal work in English Being Different, written by Rajiv Malhotra in 2016. 

Sri. Shrikant G Talageri was educated in Mumbai, India where he lives and works. Talageri has revolutionized 
the research into Rig Veda. He has successfully identified several historical information from Rig Veda, which he 
has used to chronologically arrange the ten Mandalas of Rig Veda as (6, 3, 7,, 4, 2, 5 and 8,9,10) with the 6th 
mandala being the oldest and the 10th being the newest. He explored the history of the kings and the sages who 
composed the Rigvedic hymns. Talageri utilized for his analysis, the Anukramanis in Rigveda, which are often 
neglected by scholars. He also studied the geographical basis of Rig Veda. Talageri's analysis is not dependant on 
the genome based studies of human migrations nor on the archeo-astronomical studies. Yet his analysis and the 
migration pattern of Indo European language family matches with the patterns described by both these independent 
studies. Thus, his theory generally categorized under Out Of India (OIT) theory of origin of IE Family is firm and is 
a strong contender to the entrenched IE homeland theories. 
 
 
Dr. Shrinivas Tilak is an independent researcher based in Guelph, Canada. Born in 1939 in India, he immigrated 
to Montreal, Canada in 1965 earning his B.A. in Asian Studies and M.A. in history and philosophy of religion from 
Concordia University, Montreal and Ph.D. in History of religions from McGill University, Montreal where he also 
taught courses on Indian religions. His publications include Religion and aging in the Indian tradition (Albany, 
NY: State University of New York Press, 1989), Understanding karma in light of Paul Ricoeur’s philosophical 
anthropology and hermeneutics (Nagpur: International Centre for Cultural Studies, 2006), and Reawakening to a 
secular Hindu nation: M.S. Golwalkar’s vision of a dharmasapeksha Hindurashtra (Charleston, SC: BookSurge 
Publications, 2008). His interests include Ayurveda, Cultural gerontology, Social hermeneutics, and Indology. 

Nilesh Nilkanth Oak is an author and writes extensively on ancient Indian history at 
www.nileshoak.wordpress.com. He is currently working on 4 books and has written two books in the past 
which are critically acclaimed. When did the Mahabharata War Happen? The Mystery of Arundhati was 
written in 2011 and was nominated for the Lakatos award given annually by the LSE. His second book The 
Historic Rama was written in 2014. Nilesh holds an MBA and an M.S. in Chemical Engineering and is also 
Adjunct Assistant Professor at School of Indic Studies, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, MA, USA. 
He resides in Atlanta, GA, USA. 

Dr. Subbiah Shanmugam is Professor and HoD, Department of surgical oncology, Kilpauk Medical College 
and Government Royapettah Hospital. He has a Masters in Chirurgie from Kilpauk Medical College and is a 
professor at the same institution. He has been very active in ABVP since his college days and is the current 
National President of ABVP. 
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