A Need for Reinterpreting
our History
• Today India needs to reclaim its own history. Can you imagine French,
Russian or Chinese history being subcontracted to American universities?
This happened to us because of over two centuries of colonial rule.
• Today we need to reclaim our history and re- interpret it in the light of
new facts and knowledge that have emerged in multiple fields of enquiry
• We need an integrated, convergent and multi- disciplinary approach to
solving some of the riddles of Indology.
• The colonial and Marxist historians have been strenuously denying the
Historicity of the Sarasvati river.
• Were the Aryans aliens or Indigenous?
• The Harappan and Rig Vedic civilisations occupy the same geographical
area. Were they identical? Were they seperated in time?
• We need to resolve questions of age and antiquity
• We need to jettison the colonial narrative of induced inferiority. Every
thing of value did not come from outside our civilisational area.

Multi – Disciplinary
Apporoach
• Introductory Session. A look at Colonial
Histriography- AIT and IAMT. In his keynote adress
Dr B B Lall highligted the fallacies of AIT.
• Second Session.Satellite imagery- Land sat and
ISRO, Geological Evidence, Hydro- Dynamics and
study of Paleochannels
• Third Session. Archeological Evidence
• Fourth Session.Gene-Mapping- Population Genetic
studies
• Fifth Session.Linguistic and Scriptural Evidence

Sattellite
Image
of
the
Sarasvati
Tract
The IRS using LISS-III imagery and IRS-1D satellites sent back mosaics of satellite
photographs that helped us to identify the dried out course of the Sarasvati river

A River Mightier than the
Brahmaputra?
• As per satellite imagery of dessicated channel -Sarasvati river was 4600
Kms long, average width 6-8 kms, Flowed from Himalyas to the sea
through Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Pak Sindh and Gujrat.
• Near Patiala it was joined by Yamuna and Satluj which brought it icemelt water. Here the river was 20 Kms in width.
• Tectonic plate shifts caused Yamuna and Satluj to change course and
be captured by Ganga and Indus respectively. It became a monsoonal
stream and due to monotonic weakening of monsoons dried out
completely.
• by 1900 BCE the Sarasvati River was fully dessicated. In the north it
was reduced to a string of disconnected lakes and pools. South of
Jaisalmer it went completely underground. .
• As per Maxmuller Aryans invaded India in 1500 BCE and composed
Vedas here in 1200BCE. Why would they come into a region of water
stress and dessication? How could Vedas describe Sarasvati as a raging
Torrent in 1500 BC?

SARASVATI CIVILISATION:A PARADIGM
SHIFT IN ANCIENT INDIA’S HISTORY

Geology and the
Death of a River
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

.

So what happened to the Saraswati?
Geologists tell us that in 4700 BP, a massive earthquake shook Northern India. As a
consequence, this Tectonic plate shift caused a shear fault in the Shivaliks which made
the Yamuna river change course, turn East and Join the Ganga.
In 2600 BP there was another tectonic plate shift . As a result the Satluj shifted
westwards and became a tributary of the Indus river.
The mighty Saraswati now lost its perennial source of ice-melt water from the
Himalayas. It became a Monsoonal stream. With a weakening of the monsoons this
river began to dry out
Over the next few decades, the river gradually died out and was reduced to a seasonal
stream, then isolated lakes and pools and patches of water in the northern course.
South of Jasisalmar (at a place called Vinashna) the river went underground– and
disappered entirely. However digging of tube wells have revealed three buried
channels with millions of litres of sweet water
Akbar’s cavalry – knew of the tract of this ancient river bed and used to thunder down
its length for rapid North to South movements of their horsed cavalry.
The memory of a mighty river that once flowed from the Himalayas to the Sea – was
astonishingly preserved in the oral tradition and collective racial memory of an ancient
people.

Archeology and Cradle
River
• 60%of the sites of the Indus valley civilization
have been found along the course of this ancient
stream and only 40% are along the Indus river
• The Indus valley civilization therefore, is not the
real cradle and mother civilization of our people
• The Arabs, the Greeks, the British have all got it
wrong.
• Sarasvati was the real cradle river of the Indian
civilization.

Urban Settlement Density

Archeological Evidence
• Professor Lal gives extensive archaeological evidence that
many of the traditions and customs prevalent in the SindhuSarasvati civilization continue to exist in modern India
• Though the Indus script has not so far been deciphered , the
Terra Cotta dolls found in these settlements provide a proto
language or visual script of sorts that gives deep insights into
that ancient civilisation.
• There are toy bullock carts, which are so remarkably similar to
the bullock carts still in use in rural India.
• There are seals depicting a God seated in the classical Yogic
posture of Padamasana and surrounded by animals – the
classical Pashupatinath or Shiva – the lord of animals. The
Shiva Linga – Yoni sculptures are common
• There are seals of a Mother Goddess –

Terra cotta Figurines

Toy Chariot

The Baghpat Chariot

Antiquity of the indian
civilisation
• Radiocarbon dating has demonstrated
that Bhirrana, a site on the banks of the nowdefunct Sarasvati River, existed in the 6th
millennium BCE (8,000 years before present).
• A more recent study proves that Bhirrana and
other settlements in the Sarasvati valley are at
least 9,500 years old, and possibly older

Bhirrana, the oldest known Harappan
site, is at least 9,500 years old.

Paradigm Shift in Indology?
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

In the end, the quest for an Indian identity boils down in essence to the question of
who we are as a people
What is it that sets us apart from the rest? The American Grand narrative is based on
Exceptionalism.
We now know that this Indian civilization had originated and flourished in the IndusSarasvati plains for the last over 9500 years. It had graduated here from the Paleolithic
to the Neolithic and Chalcolithic and later stages of human civilistaion independently
and autonomous of any other civilization
The Indic civilization therefore is the world’s oldest surviving civilization that continues
to flourish and grow for almost the last 10 milleniums. What is common is the practise
of Yoga and meditation and a mystic mindset
The Sanatan Dharma today is located in the sacred geography of the Ganga river.
But the origins of the Indic civilization lie along the banks of the Sarasvati which
constitutes the primal sacred geography of the original Indic tradition. That sacred
geography is defined by the sapta – sindhva the land of the seven rivers the primary
one of which was the Sarasvati.
That is why the entire effort of the leftist historians is focused upon denying the very
existence of a river called Sarasvati- for the moment you do that – the argument that
the Indus- Sarasvati civilization in fact was the Vedic civilization gains far greater
credibility and becomes teneable.

Our Grand Narrative?
•
•
•

•
•

•

This region is richly endowed with a glorious history of almost 10,000 years of
a continual and unbroken existence.
This ancient culture is remarkable not just for its antiquity but for the amazing
levels of cultural continuity and sheer persistence over space and time.
No other culture in the world has exhibited this level of continuity from its
ancient past right up to its present.Not the civilizations of Egypt,
Mesopotamia or Syria nor that of the Mayas- not even those of Rome and
Greece.
They have hugely changed and are unrecognizable from their original forms. It
is this facet of continuity that makes this Indic civilisation so very unique and
remarkable.
The only other civilization that can compare in terms of antiquity and
persistence is perhaps the Chinese civilization.
That is why the Indic Civilisation classifies itself as Sanatana- literally eternal
and unchanging. It is this that makes us unique and one of a kind. We are
simply the oldest surviving civilization of all human history

Summary of
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There is an urgent need for NCERT to revise our history text books which are still fixated on The
Colonial era AIT and IAMT This should be done by a body of experts in the field.
In the light of Satellite Imagery evidence and Geological confirmation The Historicity of the
Sarasvati river and its civilisation must be recognised.It is the CRADLE river of the Indian
civilisation. Correcting chronology and relating vedic culture with river basin.
Population genetic studies by Indian scholars highlight that the Aryans were indigenous.
We need to preserve the Sarasvati Valley archeological sites as heritage sites, Open museums ,
exploration parks and gardens. Develop Sarasvati for culture TOURISM.
We need to Identify Paleochannels of Sarasvati and other rivers to secure drinking water sources.
Aquifers need to be recharged by Check dams and rain water harvesting.
We need to draw up a Grand Narrative for the indic civilisation based on Amazing Cultural
continuity. History must be rectified in the light of recent discoveries in Multiple fields.
ICHR needs to hold a seminal Multi- Discipinary Seminar on Historicity of Sarasvati river and AIT.
ICCR must sponser seminars in Foreign countries to popularise these findings and engage foreign
scholars in academic debates
Establish a multidisciplinary research centre for Saraswati Studies.
ASI should be headed by a professional archaeologist.

AMAZING CULTURAL CONTINUITY

In Migrations or Out
Migrations?
• What happens when a vast river which supports a civilisation
dries out? Do People migrate into a highly water- stressed area
or migrate outwards? Were the people on the east bank forced
to migrate eastwards and settle along the Ganga-Yamuna
doaba.?
• Did those on the west bank migrate westwards to Iran, Central
Asia Middle East and Europe?. Only an eco- catastrophe explains
the change in pattern of recent migrations
• Vedic Gods appear in the treaties signed between the Hittites
and the Mittani.( Indra – Mitra- Varuna , Nasatya)
• Does this call into question the Aryan Invasion Theory-(AIT) Of
Max Muller later modified into the Indo-Aryan Migration
Theory(IAMT)?
• We need to establish the strategic direction of the Indo - Aryan
Trans- humance movements - West to East or East to West?

Mittani Treaty: Vedic Gods as Witness

Mitanni king Tushratta (Sanskrit: DashaRatha)’s letter to Pharaoh Amenhotep III of Egypt.

Scriptural Evidence
• Consider the Baudhayana Shrauta Sutra, a Vedic
text. Baudhayana Shrauta Sutra 18:44 records:
• “Amavasu migrated westward. His people are
Gandhari, Parsu and Aratta.”
• This refers to a Vedic king called Amavasu, whose
people are
• The Gandhari (Gandhara – Afghanistan),
• The Parsu (Persians)
• The Aratta, who are tentatively identified as living
in the vicinity of Mt. Ararat, which is located in
Turkey (eastern Anatolia) and Armenia.

.

Scriptural Evidence
• The traditional Armenian name for Mt. Ararat is Masis. It is named
after the legendary Armenian king Amasya.
• The name “Amasya” is linguistically related to the name “Amavasu” of
the Indian king recorded in the Baudhayana Shrauta Sutra.
• This establishes literary evidence for the westward expansion of IndoAryans, via Afghanistan, to Persia, Armenia and Anatolia.
• The German Indologist M. Witzel and the Marxist historian Romila
Thapar have in the past misinterpreted this passage to mean that
Amavasu migrated Eastward, which caused a heated controversy.
• This Aryan out-migration is what possibly accounts for the linguistic
similarities between Sanskrit and the dialects in Iran, Central Asia and
Europe. The strategic direction of diffusion was Westwards from an
Indo-Aryan homeland in the Indus-Sarasvati floodplains

Paradigm Shift in Indology?
•The problem is a set of colonial era axioms that have been so deeply internalized
that they have become an end in themselves.
•Leftist historians have given them the status of dogma.
• Few other countries have had their sense of self and their national identity so
comprehensively attacked and destroyed as India’s was during the colonial era.
•The empire has just shifted to the other side of the Atlantic and a new breed of Post
Modern Orientalists in America have launched a virulent and insidious attack to vilfy
the Indic civilization and paint all Sanskrit texts as toxic
•The outlook of the Indian civilization turns out to be far more liberal, tolerant and
aligned to modern science. The mystical insights of the ancient Vedic civilization are
remarkable and its ability to accommodate and harmonise different paths and points
of view is due to its open architecture.
•The archaeological sites on the banks of the Sarasvati represent the cradle of human
civilization.They go back to 9500 BP and even earlier. Great care must be taken to
preserve these ancient sites and safeguard them
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AMAZING CULTURAL CONTINUITY

Genetic Evidence
• In genetic terminology, a “haplogroup” is a group of
individuals that share a common ancestor with a
particular genetic mutation.
• A haplogroup pertains to a single line of descent which
typically dates back several thousand years.
• Haplogroup is a large, extended family or clan, all of
whose members have a shared ancestry. There are two
types of haplogroups:
• Y-chromosome (patrilineal) haplogroups, and
• mtDNA (matrilineal) haplogroups.
• Haplogroups are identified by letters of the alphabet
(A, B, C, etc.) and sub-groups are denoted by letters and
numbers (A1, A1a, etc.).

Genetic Evidence
•

•

•
•

Mt- DNA studies. These indicated that some 70 to 90% of the Mt- DNA in India
was from the original migrants who had come in from Africa some 65,000
years ago.(ASI)Only 30% mt- DNA was from later migrations. No major gene
inflows had taken place in the last 12,500 years.
Pt- DNA Studies.These studies were carried out in Harvard and produced
diametrically opposite results. Only 10-40% of Pt- DNA is orignal African
migrant DNA. The so called R1a Aryan gene haplogroup is spread over Eurasia
and North India. David Reich claimed that in 1500 BCE there was a large scale
migration of male only Aryan Groups into India. Today 75% Indians are Indo –
Aryan language speakers.How could such a small influx with No military war
or Conquest make such huge impact on the genetic profile of India?
Whole – Genome Analysis. Whole genome studies were done in 2009 and
2013 by Harvard medical school and ICCB showed that 50-65% of Indian
genome ancestry is of ASI- orignal migrants from Africa.
Ancient DNA. It was said ancient DNA would be deciding factor. Problem is
very few samples available in tropical climate of India. many more available in
Central Asia and Middle East. Thus availability of samples could themselves
skew results. Reich talks of agriculture based migration from Mesopotamia
and Iran to teach Indians agriculture. Occurred 4700- 3000 BCE.

Distribution of haplogroup R1a1a
(purple) in Eurasia.

Genetic Evidence
• Sharma Research Paper in journal of Human
Genetics 2009 demonstrates that the R1a1*
haplogroup, which is found throughout Eurasia,
originated in India [7].( Swanker Sharma)
• Here, the R1a refers to all subgroups of the parent
haplogroup R1a1.
• Lucotte G study published in 2015 confirms and
refines the results of [7], demonstrating that the
oldest examples of the haplogroup R1a are found in
the Indian subcontinent and are approximately
15,450 years old

Genetic Evidence
• It proves that:
• The R1a1a haplogroup originated in India.
• The Indo-Aryan people have lived in India for at
least 15,450 years, which invalidates the theory
that the Indo-Aryans invaded India 3,500 years ago.
• The hundreds of millions of members (possibly over
a billion) of the R1a1a family living across the world
today – a very large fraction of humanity – are all
descended from one single male ancestor who lived
in India at least 15,450 years ago.

SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE
Sarasvati: Goddess of Wisdom

Sarasvati in the Scriptures
• Rig Veda- 74 Verses on Sarasvati
• Yajur Veda 68 verses
• Sam Veda 2 verses
• Atharava Veda – Sarasvati declines in importance –
now the river of the Pitris – Trana of Forefathers
performed here.Asthi- visarjana and pind daan
• Mahabharta. Balrama took a pilgrimage along the
Sarasvati course just before Mahabharta war.
Describes as dying river. 12 years drought along its
course , has gone underground at Vinashna

Sacred Streams of
Civilisation
• The ‘Nadi Sukta’ of the Rig Veda lists these sacred streams as
the Sapt-Sindhva – the land of the seven sacred rivers. That is
the sacred geography of the Rig Veda
• Surprisingly this is the same area as of the Harrapan
civilisation. So were these two the same civilisation?The Rig
Veda emphasise not the Ganga – now the holiest of all Indian
rivers, but the mythical stream of the Saraswati.
• In the Vedic times this river was considered the most sacred of
all the rivers of India. It was called Sindhu- mata – Naditama,
Devitama, Anuttama.
• In fact, the name of this most sacred stream occurs some 74
times in the Rig Veda. .
• It is referred to as “greatest of rivers”, “glorious”, “loudly
roaring”, and “mother of floods”. This clearly refers to a
mighty river in its prime, not one in decline. By 1900 BCE this
river had dried out altogather.

Reviving the Sarasvati?
• Today
• South Asia is perhaps the most water stressed region in
the world. The Indian population is now 1.3 billion and
has overtaken the population of China
• Average per capita availability of water at the global level
is 4,000 cubic meters (m3) per person per year.
• Chinese per capita availability of water will fall down to
just 1750 m3 per person per year. If that sounds alarming,
India’s per capita water availability will sink to a new low
of just 1,350 m3 per person per year.
• India will sorely need the underground water in the
Paleochannels of Sarasvati. This could green the desert.
Do we need to revive the Srasvati on an indian
alignment?

Revived Saraswati Alignment
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AMAZING CULTURAL CONTINUITY

Paradigm Shift in Indology?
• Absorbption and interpretation of the new data could cause a
Paradigm shift in the very basics of Indology.
• It seriously challenges the British era AIT of Max Mueller now
modified into the IAMT- The Aryans migrated to India around
1500 BC and composed the Rig Veda here
• It calls for a considerable pushing back of the very antiquity of
the ancient Indian civilisation. The origins of the Rig Veda have
to be pushed back to an era when the Sarsvati was in full flow.
• It is illogical for people to migrate into an area of acute water
stress where the major river is drying out and desertification
has commenced. Chances are the people there will migrate
outwards in search of water.
• Indians must now take charge of their History

Sacred Streams of Indian
Civilisation
• The ‘Nadi Sukta’ of the Rig Veda lists seven sacred streams as
the Sapt-Sindhva – the land of the seven sacred rivers. That is
the sacred geography of the Rig Veda
• Surprisingly this is the same area as of the Harrapan
civilisation. So were these two the same civilisation?The Rig
Veda emphasises not the Ganga – now the holiest of all Indian
rivers, but the mythical stream of the Saraswati.
• In the Vedic times this river was considered the most sacred of
all the rivers of India. It was called Sindhu- mata – Naditama,
Devitama, Anuttama.
• In fact, the name of this most sacred stream occurs some 74
times in the Rig Veda. .
• It is referred to as “greatest of rivers”, “glorious”, “loudly
roaring”, and “mother of floods”. This clearly refers to a
mighty river in its prime, not one in decline. By 1900 BCE this
river had dried out altogether.

Quest for an AncientRriver
• The quest for an ancient river that was irrevocably lost some 3,900
years ago, is quintessentially a quest for a lost sense of self in the
Indian civilisation.
• It is in essence, a quest for unravelling its true identity. It is about –
Who are we as Indians? Who were the Indo-Aryans who have laid the
foundation for our present day Hindu culture in India?
• Were they aliens or were they indigenous? If they were aliens, where
did they come from? Where is the mythical Aryan homeland? Is it in
Turkey- Anatolia? Or is it in the Steppes of Central Asia? Where do
Indians have to go in quest for their roots?
• Which is the proto Indo-European language that diffused all over
Europe and Asia from this mythical Aryan homeland?
• Did the Aryans invade India in the Bronze Age? Was the Aryan war god
Indra guilty of horrific genocide?Despite being called urban there are
just some 10 cities ( of over 100 hectares size) in the Harappan
civilisation. So indra could not have destroyed a 100 fort cities

Antiquity of the indian
civilisation
• This falsifies the AIT account that the Rig Veda
was composed after a purported Aryan
invasion/migration circa 1,500 BCE
• Indicates that it was composed closer to 5,000
BCE when the river was last in its prime per the
results of Sarkars study. This raises serious
questions about the AIT’s validity.

•

Major earthquakes in Northwest India and

• Dessication of Sarasvati and
Migration of Communities
dwelling on her banks
• 2,500 B.P.
•
•

